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MESSAGE FROM OUR STATE CHAPLAIN ~ Father Erick Villa   

For all you dear Catholic Daughters of California, I have prepared a letter to send 
to your priest from me:  Letter to Parish Priests with CDA Courts in CA 
 
Dear Father, 
 
A blessed memorial of the Queenship of Mary! 
 

I write this letter with immense joy as I serve as the State Chaplain of the Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas in California for the current term 2021-2023. 
 
Like you, I have a local court in my parish here in Dublin (Ct. St. Raymond #2057), and I bear 
witness to the dedication of these women and their families to assist us in ways we can direct them. 
Their own initiatives, too, are amazing, particularly noting the experiences and wisdom shared 
amongst the courts all over the United States. Recently, the national gathering was held in Puerto 
Rico, and it was a blessing to be together with about twenty-five clergy present, with Father Shenan 
Boquet as the national spiritual chaplain. 
 
I am hoping that in the near future, we as spiritual chaplains of the local courts in California can 
have the opportunity to connect in person – either during any of the activities of the respective local 
courts, or whenever we have state-wide gatherings for the Catholic Daughters. 
 
Finally, I also would like to extend to you and your local court the invitation to join the State Officers 
in praying the Holy Rosary every 2nd Thursday of the month at 5PM PST. For wider reach, it will be 
via Zoom. The first one coming up is on September 8, the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Mother. 
 
If you are ever in the East Bay Area, I will be happy to have you for fellowship at the parish rectory. 
I love to host priests, and as we are all brothers in the priesthood shared by Christ to us, my home 
is your home! 
 
Yours in unity and charity, 
 

Father Erick Villa 

frietvilla@srcdublin.org ~ (925) 574-7401 

 

CDA Monthly Holy Rosary 
 Topic: CA State Court CDA Monthly Holy Rosary with Father Erick  
    Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime 
 Join Zoom Meeting 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88469029376... 
 
 Meeting ID: 884 6902 9376 
 Passcode: CACCDA 
 One tap mobile 
 1 669 444 9171 Meeting Id: 884 6902 9376#   Passcode: 736850#   
 1 669 900 9128       Meeting Id: 884 6902 9376#   Passcode: 736850#  
 

 

mailto:frietvilla@srcdublin.org
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NATIONAL REGENT-ELECT/NATIONAL SUPERVISOR ~ Susan Moné 

To my California Catholic Daughters, 
 
Greetings to all of you. As all of you know we had our National Catholic Daughters 
59th Biennial Convention in July in beautiful Puerto Rico. I wish all of you could have 
been there but the many ladies from California that did attend represented you so 
in a way you were all there in spirit. It was a convention that brought us full circle 
from Sioux Falls, SD in July 2018 to Puerto Rico July 2022. In 2020 we had that 

convention that almost was but cancelled due to covid. Catholic Daughters from all over the country 
and of course Puerto Rico, we so excited as they arrived in San Juan. Finally, after 4 long years we  
 
were able to gather to pray together, conduct CDA business together and play together. And we did 
all! And of course, for my California Catholic Daughters the highlight of the convention was the right  
 
of passage from National Regent Elect to National Regent of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
of your own Emily Guilherme. 
 
Congratulations to Emily and best wishes for her term as our National Leader. Keep her in your 
daily prayers for the guidance of the Holy  
 
Spirit and loving arms of Our Blessed Mother around her as she travels this journey. God’s peace 
and happiness for Emily. 
 
I have had the pleasure of serving California as your National Supervisor for the past four 
years and so it is time for me to move on to other states and leave you in the very capable hands 
of your new National Supervisor who will work with your state board for the next 2 years as you 
continue to work in Unity and Charity to do the work of Our Lord I will continue to pray daily for all 
of you and the success of your courts and your state court to make CDA the very best it can be. 
 
The 4 years has had its challenges with several issues, especially covid which affected us all. Sadly, 
some courts could not hang on through it and I hope that the ladies in those courts found another 
court to transfer to continue their work. I say thank to those courts that worked so hard to survive 
covid and come out better for it. Keep up the tremendous works you perform in your courts for your 
parish, your state and our organization dedicated to Mary Our Mother.  
A lot of praise goes out to your current state board who have worked tirelessly to help save courts 
that were struggling. Because of the efforts of these five ladies working together, a few courts ready 
to disband are now back on their feet and better than ever. There are some other courts re flagged 
but your state board is on top of them and doing all they can. Their motto at the start of their term 
last year was “No court is going under on our watch without a fight.”  Many kudos and thanks to 
Mary Beasley, Maria Santos-Silva, Lorine Bakowsky, Sheri Kanagawa, and Sylvia Soliz. You are a 
blessing to your State of CA. Thank you for all you did and continue to do for your CDA sisters and 
for all you did to work with me and make me feel so welcomed. God bless you in all you do. 
 
God’s peace and happiness, 

Susan Moné 

“Faith as Small as a Mustard Seed can move Mountains” Matt 17:20
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STATE REGENT ~ Mary (JoJo) Beasley 

 Hello My Dear Sisters, 

Summer has come and gone, and so has our time of rest and relaxation. As many 

of the California Courts choose to take the scorching summer months off, your State 

and National Boards have their busiest months of the year. This summer was no 

different as National put on our 59th Biennial National Convention. This year the 

convention was hosted by our CDA Sisters is Puerto Rico. During the convention, 

the New National Board was elected, and the New National Regent is California’s own, Emily 

Guilherme, from the San Bernardino Diocese. We will welcome Emily with a Mass of Thanksgiving 

at 3:00 pm on September 9th in Norco at her Parish St. Mel’s Catholic Church. There will be a 

reception banquet at the  

Doubletree Hotel in Ontario just minutes away at 7:00 pm. Thank you to those who have RSVP’d, 

we look forward to celebrating with you. 

 

As you all know, the Catholic Daughters of the Americas was established in 1903 and this is only 

the second National Regent that has come from the state of California. Congrats to Emily for making 

history continue in the State of California. 

 

The new term is upon us as many of our newly elected officers start to meet for the first time. Thank 

you to all the ladies who have said “Yes” to God by accepting the challenge of being this term’s 

(2022-2024) local court officers. The State Board has been working hard to bring you a different 

type of Officer Training that will hopefully leave you fully charged and ready to jump into the new 

term. We are proud to have been able to help many courts overcome the effects of Covid and know 

that there are still courts out there that still need help. We will  

get to you; I have full faith that we will eventually make it to you all. Thank you to  

those courts that stayed strong during Covid and have reached out to support their struggling sister 

courts. If you are not one of these courts, there is still time. If your court is running strong, please 

take time to check up on courts in your diocese to see if they can use some help and support from 

your court. Meet with neighboring officers and share ideas and good practices that helped your court 

stay strong. In Unity we stay strong together. And remember to always stay in touch with your CDA 

Sisters that cannot make it to the meetings. Keep them informed and see if they can help with 

projects from home. 

We look forward to seeing all the new officers and other attending members at the trainings 

throughout the state. I will be at the Officer Training in the San Bernardino Diocese in Rancho 

Cucamonga on September 10th, just minutes away from the Doubletree Hotel in Ontario. I will, 

however, be having a much-needed surgery on my spine on September 12th, which will have me 

down for 6-12 weeks. I am hoping to be up and running to assist with the training in Encino on 

November 5th.  

God Bless you all as you head out to do God’s work, with kindness, enthusiasm, and a genuine 

heart this fall. I wish each of you a Happy Thanksgiving! We all have so much to thankful for, and 

one of the things I am most thankful for is you.  

Mary (JoJo) Beasley 

The Joy of the Lord is your Strength 

Nehemiah 8:10
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FIRST VICE STATE REGENT ~ Maria Santos-Silva 

National CDA Sunday 2022 is Sunday October 16, 2022. What is your Court doing to 

celebrate CDA on this special occasion? Do you have any special traditions that your 

Court participates in to recognize CDA Sunday in your parish? Court St. Gerard 

#1958 in Tulare has been celebrating CDA Sunday by attending Mass together and 

serving as the Mass, Lectures and Eucharistic Ministers. They also ask ahead of time 

to be able to have a Court Member present a short talk after Mass regarding CDA 

and have an information/ membership table set up in the back of the Church. They have their Court 

Charter displayed on the Church Altar and have a special arrangement of flowers with the CDA 

Logo in the ribbon decorating the statue of Our Lady in the Church in memory of all their 

deceased members. These flowers are left for all the Masses for the Weekend. After Mass, the 

members attend breakfast together sharing their love of each other and CDA. If your Court has a 

tradition, please share the photos of this year's celebration on the State CDA Facebook Page. If 

not, when you meet this fall bring it up with your Court members and start the tradition this year. No 

matter how big or small your celebration it is important to get one planned and implemented. If you 

are unable to hold a Mass, have a garden rosary, a prayerful retreat somewhere special in your 

community, visit elderly sisters homebound or in assisted living facilities. Use this special day to not 

only remind your Court members what it means to be a CDA sister, but that small acts of kindness 

and remembrance will also help to ignite in you the love and joy of our beautiful sisterhood. I am 

looking forward to seeing all the beautiful Facebook Posts on the States Facebook Page as Loving 

Testimonies to the Beauty of our Sisterhood.  

Maria Santos-Silva 

"Do small things with great love." - Mother Teresa 
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SECOND VICE STATE REGENT ~ Lorine Bakowsky    

Dear Catholic Daughters, 
As I write this, I marvel at the notion that it was exactly one year ago when I wrote to thank 
you for allowing me to be your Second Vice State Regent. I have learned so much about 
how the state court operates and have enjoyed meeting many of you as we traveled the 
“road to recovery from COVID” with you. And the road has been long. 
 

As a team, the state court, agreed that saving our courts and getting everyone back up and running 
would be our priority. We created and sent out surveys to find how we could help; we 
called all the Regents in our respective areas; we created, planned, and conducted the Buzz on By 
workshops to “get back on track.” We planned, conducted the bi-annual retreat, and traveled up and 
down California to meet with courts bent on disbanding; we completed the normal duties assigned as 
state board members and attended Installations and Anniversaries and National Convention… oh, and 
were active members in our own courts, worked at our regular jobs and attended to family matters. 
 
While this has been a frenetic and crazy busy year, we are proud of the courts that have made a 
comeback after accepting our advice, and ideas to get back up and running. You are a true 
representation of “God helps those who help themselves.” Although not biblical, the verse is appropriate. 
We are proud of the courts that did not skip a beat during shelter-in-place, and you were still there for 
your communities! In Unity and Charity, we are strong. In Unity and Charity, we can do anything. In Unity 
and Charity, we do God’s work. 
 
“Let us go Bravely” into this next year. We have new Regents, innovative ideas, and new work to do. I 
am particularly excited the Catholic Daughters of California is switching to Flocknotes. Now every 
member in our state will receive timely information from the state court. I cannot wait to send “ewe” your 
first email or text. I cannot wait to see you at Officer Training and then at Convention in April. 
 
Peace, Blessings, and normalcy, 

Lorine Bakowsky    

 

STATE TREASURER ~ Sylvia Soliz 

The Joy of the Lord is my strength!  

Ah my sisters, can you feel the change of the season? Before we realize it, 
September will be upon us and then we are off to the races to get ready with our 
local court's activities. Our court calendars will be filled with our usual events and, 
we hope, innovative ideas to help promote our court's membership. Many members 
had the opportunity to attend CDA workshops throughout the state this past summer. 
The gatherings proved to be beneficial with learning, fellowship, and bonding. It feels 
so good to be together as Catholic Daughters! I think our spirit longs for this! 

Be joyful my sisters, in all your activities. Then our God will call forth other ladies who wish to join 
us in our mission of service, as they will long for YOUR JOY! 
 
Mother Teresa  
"Joy is prayer; Joy is strength; Joy is love!  
Joy is a net of love by which you can catch souls." 
God bless you 

Sylvia Solis
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STATE SECRETARY ~ Sheri Kanagawa 

As the weather is getting a little cooler, I look back on July when so many Catholic Daughter 
Sisters were together in Puerto Rico for our National Catholic Daughter’s 59th 
Convention. I was fortunate to be able to go to not only the Convention but also the 
workshops ahead of time.  

The first workshop I went to was given by our very own Emily Guilherme and 
titled “Put a Little Sunshine in Your Court Meeting. Some of the tips given were as 
follows:  

 
Environment is EVERYTHING. 
 *Have someone at the door to greet, Be Enthusiast, passionate, positive, have a    
  joyful heart. 
       *Set up the room ahead of time, tables, chairs, Blessed Mother, signs 
Plant Your Agenda 

  *Be prepared, Tools of the Trade has sample agendas 
  *Announce CDA National & State news 
  * Contact Committee Chairman to talk (limit 5 minutes) 
  *Email & bring hard copies of the agenda to the meeting 
 Till before the meeting 
                  *Be prepared 
                  *Organized, have everything at your fingertips, use sticky notes or tabs 
                  *Stick to the agenda and start on time 
 Let God’s Light Shine 
  *Spiritual Chair- Opening and Closing Prayer 
  *Pick up members that no longer drive (or get them rides) 
  *Recognize birthdays & Anniversaries 
  *Use different ways to pray: Rosary, Divine Mercy, Prayer Service 
  *Engage all members in prayer 
  *Member’s Prayer List 
  *Have a 3-hour Retreat (before Lent or Advent) 
  *Do a Seasonal Prayer Services 
  *Have a Prayer Box or Board, where members write down their prayers, after the  
                   year is up burn them to offer up to God. 
 Let Your Members Blossom & Grow 
  *Engage all members 
  *Encourage participation  
  *Respect ALL opinions and comments 
  *Be open to discussion and follow up with action 
  *Be attentive 
 Let Your Flowers sprout 
  *Promote the CIRCLE OF LOVE Programs 
  *Have a holiday theme and decorate 
  *Have dress up themes for the night, crazy socks, hair, sunglasses 
  *But Spirituality is VERY IMPORTANT 
  *Have guest speakers 
  *Have Activities, charity work, crafts, or games 
  *Bring your favorite rosary and explain Why? 
 Prune your flowers 
  *Have your court evaluate your programs & fundraisers 
   **Things that went well or need to be improved 
   **Do we continue or not 
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   **Was it profitable 
 End on a Sunny Note 
  *Joy, Fun, Laughter, and sisterhood 
  *Consider refreshments or a meal 
  *Share your excitement with others 
 Cultivate Blooms between meetings 
  *Have a Sunshine Chairman (send cards to members) 
  *Telephone Committee (call members who are not on email) 
  *Long time members (visit members who can no longer attend) 
 
 I came away from this workshop with lots of ideas for our local court to add spark, fun and 
spirituality to our meetings. Speaking of spirituality, my second workshop was “Sowing Seeds of 
CDA Through Prayer.”  In this workshop the focus was on having 5–10-minute Prayer Service. AND 
if you come to one of our Officer’s Training Workshops you will get to benefit from several of these 
Prayer Services. 
 During our week at convention there was lots of talk about recruiting new members and how 
to keep them. Here is a prayer for each of you to gain CDA members for all our courts. 
      

MEMBERSHIP PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, as we venture into growing our membership,  

We come before you are asking for your guidance. Support and wisdom.  
Fill us with your grace, Lord, God, as we make contact with others.  

Remind us that all we do, all that we accomplish, is for the pursuit of  
Truth for the greater glory of your kingdom, and for the service of humanity. 

Guide our hearts…our words… our actions. To be a shining light  
For all to see. May the face of Christ shine through. We ask Your Mother, 

 Your patroness, by her powerful intercession, to be with us as we  
Witness to others. We ask all these things in Your most Holy name. Amen. 

 

Sheri Kanagawa 

 

SAVE THE DATE:   
Friday, September 9, 2022 

Mass of Thanksgiving and Dinner 
for 

National Regent Emily Guilherme 
 

Mass:  St. Mel’s Catholic Church 
4140 Corona Ave, Norco, CA 92860 

3:00 p.m. 
 

Dinner:  DoubleTree Hotel 
222 North Vineyard Ave.  

Ontario, Ca 91764 
7:00 p.m. 

 

MEMBERSHIP & DEVELOPMENT 
TURN ON YOUR LIGHTS!  

 

STATE RELEASE #40 
STATE MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

The CA State Court has a membership drive 
beginning April 1, 2022 – October 1, 2022, with 
three levels:  
        (1) Courts with twenty-five members and 
under 
        (2) Courts with twenty-six members to fifty 
members 
        (3) Courts with 51+ members.  
 
All new member forms must be postmarked on or 
before October 1, 2022. Do not forget to send 
original membership form to National and a copy of 
membership form to:               
           Lorine Bakowsky 
           1121 Bodmin Ave, San Leandro, CA 94579 
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CIRCLE OF LOVE STATE CHAIRMEN 
 

A circle is a curved line with every point equal distance from the point of the 
center and bound together by the common interest. The seven-point program of 
the CIRCLE OF LOVE is bound together by the common interest - LOVE. 
 

EDUCATION:  Mary Jane Leal ~ MaryJaneLeal.cda@gmail.com 
  

The new 2022 – 2023 Essay theme 
“We Walk by Faith Not By Sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7) 

Or 
“When Do I Have To Lean on my Faith More than Sight” 

 

Mary Jane Leal 

 

QUALITY OF LIFE:  Andrea Rodriguez-Ochoa ~ Arochoa28@yahoo.com 
 Hello, My Dear Sister’s in Christ 
 
Happy Fall. 
 
First, I like to let you know that I had the pleasure of being a delegate at the 

national convention this year in Puerto Rico. It was a beautiful island and a 

wonderful opportunity to spend some much-needed time with my fellow Catholic 

Daughters. 

 

Our Keynote Speaker, Gloria Purvis, shared her amazing story converting to Catholicism as a 

young girl with her parents and family’s full support, who were not Catholic. 

 

She described her experience of learning to pray with meaning and how it applies to the dignity 

if ourselves. That we are worthy of dignity and respect because we are made in Gods image. 

 

As Catholics the one thing we do is help others to help their Quality of Life. But what do we do 

for our Quality of Life? Our Spiritual Quality of Life? How often do we rush through our prayers 

when we do pray because we have so much to do in our daily lives? And at some point, we 

need to take a step back and evaluate how we pray? How we feed our Spiritual Quality of Life. 

Do we tend to stick to the basic prayers of The Our Father and The Hail Mary with all our 

prayers. I’m not saying they’re wrong but maybe we should switch it up and have a conversation 

with God or invite our Saints to pray with you, come up with a prayer plan or a Bucket List of 

how we want to grow our faith and bring us closer to God and help us receive our reward of 

eternal life. 

 

Thank you and God Bless you all 

 

With God, all things are possible. 

 Andrea Rodriguez-Ochoa 

 

mailto:MaryJaneLeal.cda@gmail.com
mailto:Arochoa28@yahoo.com
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FAMILY:  Laura McQuoid ~ l_mcquoid@yahoo.com  
My name is Laura McQuoid. I am currently the Regent of Court Sister Emmanuel 
Cardinale in Livermore. This Northern California city is known for its Annual 
Rodeo and over fifty wineries. Our Court is new, established about four years 
ago. We have been so grateful for the support we have received from our CDA 
sisters. I have taken advantage of the informative workshops offered to expand 
my knowledge and understanding of the great works accomplished by the 

Catholic Daughters. By attending the workshops and events I have met so many lovely ladies 
that share the Catholic vision. 
 
It is with great gratitude I was asked to fill the position of Family Chairman. I will work diligently 
to learn and fulfill the obligations required with love and understanding. Unity is strength… when 
we work together great things can be achieved. 
 

Laura McQuoid 

 

SPIRITUAL ENHANCEMENT:  Wynsdey Adams ~ damewynsdey@gmail.com 
Greetings sisters.  
 
As we continue in ordinary time, we have an opportunity to look at the call of the 
laity of the Church. What are we called It belongs to the laity to seek and to help 
build up the kingdom of God. The laity contributes to the sanctification of the world 
by the witness of our lives, each of us have been called by God to our own 

specific vocation and mission. We have a responsibility to make the Church present and fruitful 
in the places and circumstances where it is only through us that she, the Church can be known 
and found. The work of the laity is the crucial means by which the world  
 
is to encounter Christ. In all our actions we are to offer spiritual sacrifice and to bear witness to 
Christ all over the world. As laity, we are called to share in the mission of Christ’s Church by 
living in the midst of the world and addressing all its problems and concerns with the divine 
message of salvation. In our lives, we the laity are to express concretely the spirit of the 
Beatitudes. We should always hold in high esteem, professional competence, family and civic 
sense, and the virtues related to social behavior such as honesty, sense of justice, sincerity, 
courtesy, and moral courage. We announce to the world by word and action the message of 
Christ. 
 
We are called to ‘walk’ our ‘talk’...to live out the spirit of the Gospel message. 
 

Wynsday Adams 

 

LEGISLATION:  Maureen Laubacher ~ maurlaub@aol.com 
 It was with great joy that I attended the California State Retreat at Three Rivers. It 
was good for my soul to be out and active with my Catholic Daughter sisters. Our 
state chaplain, Fr Erick, led us in prayer and reflections on or Blessed Mother. 
She is the perfect model of Christian attitude as we perform service in our 
communities. 
 

mailto:l_mcquoid@yahoo.com
mailto:damewynsdey@gmail.com
mailto:maurlaub@aol.com
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I also attended the Officer Training for Northern California. We had a good turnout of courts 
from the northern part of the state. I commend our State Board for scheduling our training 
sessions across the state. I hope you all learned as much as my court’s newly elected officers 
did. They came away from the training much more confident in their ability to perform the duties 
of their elected office. 
 
I did some travelling in June to visit two of my sons and their families on the east coast. We 
capped the trip with a week in New York City, where my husband’s son-in-law sang in the 
Master Singers Chorus at Carnegie Hall. It was a special evening and a bonus week with my 
husband’s two children and their families. We did an excellent job playing the tourist and were 
able to see two Broadway plays with the grand girls – Phantom of the Opera, which I attendee 
with Bob’s daughter when she was a teen, and Wicked. The youngest grand girl comment as 
we were leaving Wicked, “There is going to be some serious merchandise purchased tonight.” 
They were really impressed with the shows.  
 
My best good news on a personal note is that my son and his family that were stationed in India 
for the last three years have returned to the states. They live in Colorado and are moving back 
into their home. I see a visit to Colorado in my future after they get settled. 
 
Finally, as your chair for legislation, I want to remind you to vote in the upcoming state elections. 
Remember you must not represent yourself as speaking as a Catholic daughter when 
addressing your position on candidates or issues on the ballot. Remember to vote, every vote 
matters. 
 
I am planning to attend the mass and reception for our National Regent Emily Guilherme. I hope 
to see you there. 
 

Maureen Laubacher 

 

LEADERSHIP:  Karen Aguirre ~ kaguirre@email.fielding.edu 
                                                                                              

 
Hello once again Dear Catholic daughters! 

As I write this greeting, I realize that the holiday season is only three months away; oh my 

goodness!  Time really flies when you’re having fun, and the Catholic Daughters have had a lot 

of fun these past few summer months. 

 

Some of you were able to attend the National Convention in Puerto Rico and it was a joyous 

time for all of those who went with many opportunities and excursions to make memories with 

their CDA sisters. 

Many courts have had their installation masses with the changing of new officers. God bless 

them and reward their efforts for stepping up to the challenges and excitement that the new 

term will bring. Life with the Lord is always exciting! But where can we start? 

 

mailto:kaguirre@email.fielding.edu
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Local courts are asked to select projects and programs that are pertinent to their areas. A good 

starting point I can recommend is making sure that your ‘Circle of Love’ program is strong. Does 

your court have all 7 spokes on the wheel of the circle covered? To refresh the newer officers, 

those 7 spokes in circle include having an active chairman for each of the categories which 

include: Leadership, Legislation, Education, Family, Spiritual Enhancement, Quality of 

Life, and Youth/JCDA. 

 

I was fortunate to accompany several JCDA courts to Orlando this past June with the new 

incoming Regent of court #1629, Annie Paliza. At the weekend we had spiritual talks, delicious 

food with a high tea, the girls learned how to set an elegant table setting, they enjoyed fun and 

games including a scavenger hunt, a visit to Queen of the Universe Shrine for Holy Mass, and 

of course an exciting day at Epcot Center and Universal Studios. It was really inspirational to 

meet with girls from Louisiana, New Mexico, Puerto Rico, and gals from Compton from my own 

Golden State of California, which I otherwise would not have interacted with! And the Florida 

State court was amazing! (A huge shout out to the Florida State Court, and Texas Reps in 

attendance!). 

 

While it can often seem daunting to complete or even start a project, together we can do so 

much. 

Some courts did not have the funds to send girls from California to Florida, but by each court 

supporting with a lot or a little, they were able to send about 10 girls. Many obstacles were 

overcome and I want to encourage each member in their court to just do “a little bit” for the next 

few months and God will certainly do the rest! If you have any questions about how to begin a 

Circle of Love program please reach out to me.  

Love and prayers,  

Karen Aguirre  
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MEMBERSHIP/EXTENSION – Northern ~ Holly Hass ~ Hollyhass33@gmail.com 
The fall of 2022 is here and while I will miss the long days of summer heat and 
relaxed moments of unscheduled time, the fall brings its own peace as I center on 
the goals and wishes for our CDA court for the year ahead. Our Court #1707 in 
Novato is busy looking for new members and developing ways to present our 
group to Catholic women in our community. In September, our members will 
gather to plan for a few upcoming fall events. Each event encourages new 
membership and each member’s involvement. 

For October, we have scheduled a “Greet and Meet” gathering to encourage women to attend 
and learn more about Catholic Daughters. Several ladies have volunteered to host a gathering in 
their home with literature and light snacks. We also plan to reinstate our Coffee & Donuts Table. 
We greet people after the Sunday Mass with orange juice, coffee, and many donut holes. Our 
CDA literature is displayed, and any questions are answered about Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas. 

In November we all look forward to our Monthly Bunco games where each member is 
encouraged to invite a friend, coworker, or relative to play the loud, fun, and crazy game of 
Bunco. Each member brings an appetizer to share, and prizes are offered at the end of the night. 

December brings our traditional Christmas Dinner, Basket Raffle & BINGO Event. Our beautifully 
decorated tables, delicious dinner, carefully crafted raffle baskets, and lovely prizes are offered 
to all. The proceeds from our raffle baskets are placed into our annual Priest/Clergy/Parish fund 
and gifted to our two parishes at Christmas. Getting the word out about CDA and all that we do is 
so important. The church bulletin also is utilized to inform all parishioners of who we are and 
what we do. A monthly listing of our upcoming court events and how one can join are also helpful 
with recruitment. 

I wish all the courts a blessed year ahead as we begin a new year with new court leaders, fresh 
faces, and new hope. We truly spread the love of Jesus and Mary to our community when we 
invite new members into our CDA organization of hard working, caring, and devoted women. 

Holly Hass 

 

MEMBERSHIP/EXTENSION – Central ~ Cheryl Vitali ~ cheryl.vitali@gmail.com  
It’s like that first year as a new bride and teacher whenb our lives were overflowing 
with possibilities and hope for what was ahead. 
 
After 45 years, we are both blessed it is still that way as we keep busy with 
volunteer work, family, faith, and each other.  It is never static, nor should it be and 
that is the same way for each CDA Court.  Active Courts need to be growing, 

changing, and supporting each other.  As women of faith, we want to be actively involved helping 
our communities and parishes to thrive.  Our Courts can nurish and assist members to tap into 
their unique gifts and strengths that help us support and encourage others.  This is where unity 
and charity become so meaningful. 
 
All of us have very busy and full lives where we serve in multiple ways.  It tends to be a trait in a 
Catholic Daughter.  Make time to try to slow down and attend a retreat or another Court’s event 
and make time for extra fellowship.  A few weeks ago the familiar Gospel reading was on Martha 
and Mary.  I can definitely relate to Martha while I yearn to ge more like Mary resting at Christ’s 

mailto:Hollyhass33@gmail.com
mailto:cheryl.vitali@gmail.com
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feet and listening.  Catholic Daughters are uniquely like that, we love to serve, we love to gather 
together, we love to talk about and share our faith with each other and we are very much sisters 
together in loving our Lord. 
Thanks, 

Cheryl Vitali 

 

MEMBERSHIP/EXTENSION – Southern ~ Christina Stone ~ tinytune@cox.net 
  Hello CDA Sisters, 
I hope by now most of you have had or are planning a membership drive, I pray 
they all go well  
for you! 
 
Some suggestions for you, you all may be doing this already: 
 

Ask your Church or a neighboring Church if you can post a page about your CDA group in their 
bulletin and include an invitation to your meetings. 
 
Get yourselves some business cards for your court, keep them in your purse or wallet, you 
never know when you will run into someone who is interested in joining the group. 
 
I went kayaking this past Saturday with the Knights of Columbus and the young lady taking our 
information happened to be a Santa Sophia parishioner, I told her about CDA, and she is 
interested in learning more about us, I will be sending her some brochures and inviting her to 
our next meeting in September.  
 
Keep up the excellent work, we have the Lord, Mother Mary, and the Holy Spirit on our side!! 
 
Blessings and stay well, 

Christina Stone  

 

PARLIAMENTARIAN ~ Laura Vacca ~ Lauraspencer.vacc@gmail.com 

     Greetings CDA Sisters! 

As summer turns to fall, I know that your minds are busy setting up your Court 
calendars and planning new events/activities. Those who attended the National 
Convention were able to see Parliamentary procedure in action. We look forward 
to our State Convention in the Spring but in the meantime, a new Court year 
begins. There are many new activities to debate and address. This is where the 

use of Parliamentary Procedure can help. Perhaps there is a matter that is not urgent, or debate 
on a main motion requires more information. What do you do? Using the motion to Postpone to 
a Certain Time can return you to the debate within the same meeting and is stated as such: “I 
move to postpone the motion until (insert time).” 

To move discussion down the road state: “I move to postpone the motion to 2pm” or "I move to 
postpone the motion until next meeting."  It will then be placed under next month's agenda as 
Old Business. When the motion to Postpone has been stated, members must only debate the 
“when.” Debate is not allowed to discuss whether postponement is good or bad. You may defer 
up to 3 months ahead but no longer. Situation: You take the vote in February to postpone. You 
must revisit the main motion no later than May, even if the next meeting is in September. 

mailto:tinytune@cox.net
mailto:Lauraspencer.vacc@gmail.com
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Another handy rule is the motion to Commit or Refer. This rule calls for a majority vote, to 
identify a committee to which the motion can be referred. There are two basic types of 
Committees:  Standing and Special. Instructions to the committee should be included in the 
motion. 

Standing Committee example: “I move that the motion be referred to the Fundraising Committee 
and the committee be instructed to report at the November meeting.” 

Special Committee example: “I move to refer the motion to a committee of 5, the chairman to be 
Mary Miller, who will instruct the committee to gather additional information and report at the 
January meeting.” 

Best wishes and enjoy using your new knowledge at the next meeting! 

Laura Vacca  

 

YOUTH/JCDA – Linda Towne ~ holyspiritoffice@cox.net 
Hello Ladies, 

We are starting our new with hopefully exciting things in the new year. We will 
continue to focus on our youth. 2023 will be the year that our youth from our 
parish and a few other parishes around us will be attending World Youth Day in 
Portugal with Pope Francis. Our goal is to support them as much as we can and 
have other courts in San Diego support them. This is a once in a lifetime 
adventure for some. It is a five-day program, and their final day is mass with the 
Pope. What a wonderful experience. I feel we should embrace our youth in all 
their projects. They are our future. Let us walk with them through their journey. 

 
God Bless my Catholic Daughter Sister 
 

Linda Towne 

 
 

LEGISLATION NEWS 
COALITION TO END SEXUAL EXPLOITATION 2022 ONLINE GLOBAL SUMMIT! 

The 2022 #CESESummit theme is: “A Time for Action” 
When: November 8 – 10, 2022 
Where: Online 
Who: 15,000+ advocates for human dignity will gather from over 100 nations to connect, 
  learn, strategize, and take action! There will be more than fifty speakers! 
 
What to expect: Invite friends, family, and colleagues to this conversation against sexual  
   exploitation!   There will be presentations, lots of networking, personal  
   connections, joint actions, and soul-uplifting activities! Most important: you 
   will leave realizing you not alone in wanting a world free from sexual abuse 
   and exploitation! 
RSVP:  CESE Summit 2022 (salsalabs.org) 

 

 
 

mailto:holyspiritoffice@cox.net
https://ncose.salsalabs.org/summit2022/index.html?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=fc235d1d-ab38-49d1-89a9-16dbf3ce9bef
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

SEPTEMBER 
5   Labor Day 
9   Mass for Emily Guilherme 
9 Reception for Emily Guilherme 
10 Officer’s Workshop 
11 Patriot Day 
 

     OCTOBER                                     
     10 Columbus Day 
     16 CDA Sunday      
     22 Make A Difference Day                                               
     30-5 White Ribbon Against Pornography      
     30 Respect Life Sunday                                                
     31 Halloween  

                                               
                                  NOVEMBER 
         1 All Saints Day 
         2 All Souls Day 
         6 Daylight Savings Time Ends    
         8 Election Day                    
         11 Veterans Day 
         24 Thanksgiving 
         27 Advent Begins 

 
 
 

About the film:  It has been twenty-five years since the death of Mother Teresa of Calcutta, 
sparking a renewed interest in this spiritual giant of the 20th century. This was filmed on five 
continents and features unprecedented access to both institutional archives and the apostolates 
of the Missionaries of Charity, this film reveals not just who Mother Teresa was, but how her 
singular vision to serve Christ in the poor continues to be realized through the Missionaries of 
Charity today. This film is not just a documentary film, but a tribute to a spiritual icon, a powerful 
witness of authentic Christian charity. RENEW YOUR SPIRITUALITY  

 
In select cinemas on Monday October 3 and Tuesday October 4, invite 

your CDA sisters and family. Invite that potential new member to 
come. Visit:  www.fathomevents.com for participating theatres and 

ticket information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.fathomevents.com/
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SPOTLIGHTING 
 

ALICE SHELTON AND JCDA COURT LITLE FLOWER #1003 
Article thanks to Kaweah Health Foundation 

 
We are so grateful to Alice Shelton and the Junior Catholic Daughters of the Americas for their 
donation of crocheted octopuses for the NICU and preemie and infant hats. The colors are so 
bright and cheery, and we love the little faces on the octopuses! 
 
Did you know the octopuses are not just adorable, they serve a real purpose for NICU babies, 
who can hold the legs for comfort and be so tempted to grab at the various lines around them. 
The legs mimic the umbilical cord and the sensation of being in the womb, which research has 
shown calms the little ones and makes them feel safer. 
 
Alice not only crochets these items but follows guidelines for making them from the Octopus for 
a Preemie organization, ensuring they are the correct size, using cotton yarn and 
hypoallergenic stuffing, and making sure they are safe for use by babies. Thank you, Alice and 
all who helped make these beautiful, useful toys! 
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SEPTEMBER 

 

DATE COURT # COURT NAME CITY YEARS 

9/7/1930 1158 St. Theresa Gustine 92 

9/25/1965 1939 St. Felicitas N. Highlands 57 

9/6/2003 2517 St. Anne Banning 19 

9/11/2010 2637 Our Lady of Grace Reedley 12 

 
OCTOBER 

 

DATE COURT # COURT NAME CITY YEARS 

10/12/1930 1162 San Luis Obispo San Luis Obispo 92 

10/2/1949 1520 Guardian Angel Montebello 73 

10/3/1949 1521 Regina Coeli Porterville 73 

10/4/1953 1652 St. Francis of Assisi Hanford 69 

10/29/1995 2418 Queen of the Americas Sylmar 27 

10/11/2003 2520 Santa Sophia Spring Valley 19 

10/25/2003 2525 St. Basil the Great Vallejo 19 

 
NOVEMBER 

 

DATE COURT # COURT NAME CITY YEARS 

11/4/1943 1387 Our Lady of Fatima Upland 79 

11/13/1947 1450 St. Mary Margaret Pittsburg 75 

11/15/1953 1661 Our Lady of Good Success Clovis 69 

11/2/1955 1707 Our Lady of the Miracle Novato 67 

11/28/2008 2610 St. Rita Tulare 14 
 

CALIFORNIA STATE STORE  
Ladies, we still have a limited quantity of the May, June, July, August, and September specials. 
Get them now before we sell out.  

                       
   MAY BUNDLE SPECIAL            JUNE – JULY SPECIAL             AUG – SEPT SPECIAL 
   All for $45.00                              All for $40.00                              All for $30.00 
   White CA Button Up shirt   White Ca Button Up shirt             Choice of any style of CA 
   Luggage tag                                Scarf: Red, White, or Gold                Purple Polo shirts 
   Small (5) trading pin w/pouch                                                          CA CDA Notebook & Pen set 
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OFFICERS WORKSHOPS 
ALIVE IN THE HIVE – OFFICERS WORKSHOP 
When: Saturday, September 10, 2022 
Where: St. Peter & St. Paul Catholic Church 
  9135 Banyan St., Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91737 
Time: 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
More info: Sheri Kanagawa, CA CDA State Secretary 
  559-250-7016 
Fee:  $100 per CDA court 
Coffee and light snacks available 
Bring sack lunch or $10 cash for a lunch provided by host court (Our Lady of Fatima #1387) 
 
ALIVE IN THE HIVE – OFFICERS WORKSHOP 
When: Saturday, November 5, 2022  
Where: Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church 
  School Auditorium 
  5001 White Oak Ave., Encino, CA 91316  
Time: 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
More info: Maria Santos-Silva, CA CDA 1st Vice Regent 
  559-901-3482 
Fee:  $100 per CDA court 
  Due by October 22, 2022 
Coffee and light snacks available. Bring your lunch or we will be having a “No Host” Pizza Order 
going out during the workshop. 

 
 

                  

UNITY AND CHARITY 
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COURT HAPPENINGS IN THE STATE 
 

CDA Court Holy Innocents #2446 

Important Events Sept.—Nov. 2022 
 

1) Our members contributions to the Victorville 

Community Warming Shelter, which is on-going 

 

2) In Sept. we celebrated funeral Masses for two 

of our recently deceased members (Nilda 

Wehrle and Gloria Rogers) 

    

3) In Oct. we participated in the Victorville city-

wide cleanup day on our own parish grounds 

    

4) In Oct. a few of us helped our homebound 

former regent/member celebrate her birthday 

with a drive-by. 

    

5) In Nov. we prepared for a Community Support 

Event for residents of the Victor Valley Warming 

Shelter by making and stuffing one hundred 

Christmas stockings. They were delivered to the 

Shelter in Dec. 

 

 

Court St. Alphonsus de Ligiouri #2696 
We are having our Tea Party August 28th 
which is our major fundraiser for our court. 
We invite a speaker from the East L.A. 
Woman's Shelter. We support this 
organization with Target gift cards to 
distribute to the mothers who need 
purchasing necessary items. 
 
In October, Court St. Alphonsus will 
recognize White Ribbon Week and have a 
membership drive. 
 
Our parish no longer purchases Sunday 
missals for the pews. Court St. Alphonsus 
sells the St. Joseph Sunday Missals to the 
parishioners so they can follow the Sunday 
readings and Mass. 

Court Our Lady of the Valley #1462 

 
Installation of New Officers for 2022-2024 

Court Our Lady of the Valley #1462 
Indio, CA 

Saturday, August 13, 2022 
Left to right:  Chaplain Fr. Alex Gamino; 

Worthy CA State Regent, Mary Beasley; 

Financial Secretary Frances Aguirre; Regent 

Lynda Bloomquist; Vice Regent Serina Ruiz-

Duarte; Recording Secretary Celina 

Jimenez; Treasurer Carole Arias; Immediate 

Past Local Regent, Sarah Romero 

 

 

 

Court Our Lady of the Angels #2599 

 
 

Installation of new officers

 

 

 



 

Page 21 of 34 
 

 

        COURT OUR LADY OF GOOD SUCCESS #1661 INSTALLATION 

 
 

                         
 

 

Court San Ysidro #1507 

Court San Ysidro #1507 held a successful 
backpack drive in August to benefit local 
schools. 

Upcoming events include: 
• a fun Bingo w/Knights of Columbus on 

November 13 
• a Valentine's themed Spaghetti Dinner on 

February 11 
• a Baby Shower on January 21 & 22 
• and a lovely Spring Tea on April 23 

 

 

 

 

 

Ct. La Purisima #1267 

 

In April, La Purisima Court #1267 did a 

fund raiser for our School we raised 

$3,740.00 for the money for our Parish 

School. 
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OFFICERS TRAINING FOR THE CENTRAL VALLEY COURTS  

August 27, 2022 

Saint Brigid Catholic Church, Hanford, Ca 

    

          
 

 

OFFICER TRAINING IN THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Sunday, August 21, 2022 

Church of the Good Shepherd, 3200 Harbor Street, Pittsburg 
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                                 PLAY AND PRAY 
 When:  June 24 – 26, 2022 
 Where:  Orlando, Florida 
 

  The first Play and Pray for JCDA in years.  
There were girls from California, Louisiana, New Mexico, and Puerto Rico.  

                                                

 

 



 

Page 24 of 34 
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After the JCDA Play and Pray, Court Compton #942’s Chairperson Maribel Lara took several 
members of Court Mother Lupita and joined JCDA Court Little Rose in Visalia for a day of 
games, movies, and fun activities. Court Little Flower of Visalia sponsored the event. 
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2022 Walk and Run for Love 
 

Members from CA who came to represent their courts at the 2022 National Convention 
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2022 – 2024 National Board 

Left to right:  2nd Vice National Regent Connie Dronette, National Regent-Elect Susan Moné, 
National Regent Emily Guilherme, 1st Vice National Regent Essie Walker, National Secretary-

Treasurer Ivone da Silveira, Nation Chaplain Father Shenan Boquet 
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     CA STATE DINNER – THURSDAY NIGHT @ ANTONIO RESTAURANT 
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PUERTO RICO FUN NIGHT 
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APPRECIATION BANQUET 
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                                                    National Regent Emily Guilherme with the CA State Board 
                                                    Sheri Kanagawa, Mary Beasley, Emily Guilherme, Maria                        
     Santos-Silva, Lorine Bakowsky, Sylvia Soliz, Fr. Erick 

 
 

GOLDEN STATE TIDINGS EDITOR – 
Karen Jones  Kdj4237308@gmail.com 

Send in Your Articles! Let others know 
what and how your court is 
doing. Your articles or updates 
should be sent in email format 
with the text in the body of the 
email or as an attachment. Your 
articles should be under three 

hundred words and your court updates 
should be under fifty words but will accept 
more.  
Submission dates are: 
Sept-Fall 2022 submit by Aug. 28, 2022 
Dec-Winter 2022 submit by Nov. 28, 2022 
March-Spring 2023 submit by Feb. 26, 2023 
June-Summer 2023 submit by May 28, 2023 

 

 

PRAYERS 
Continued prayers for all who have gone 

through with the Covid-19, as we 
remember the numerous family and 

friends we have lost.  
 
 
 

SYMPATHY 
Manuela da Silveira – National Secretary-

Treasurer Ivone da Silveira’s mom 
Johanna Leonard (lady from PA – she     
       suffered stroke while at National    
       Convention 
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