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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Catholic Daughters of the Americas
June 18, 1903 – June 18, 2022
119 amazing years
Pope Francis’s Prayer to Mary
O Mary, You always shine on our path
as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
Who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain,
keeping your faith firm. You, Salvation of the Roman People,
know what we need, and we are sure you will provide so that, as
in Cana of Galilee, we may return to joy and to feasting after this
time of trial. Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will
of the Father and to do as we are told by Jesus, who has taken
upon himself our sufferings and carried our sorrows to lead us,
through the cross, to the joy of the resurrection. Under your
protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain
the entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver us from every
danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.
AMEN
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MESSAGE FROM OUR STATE CHAPLAIN
Father Erick Villa
What a blessed time spent at Three Rivers a few weeks ago! Being with our
daughters from the different local courts, and even officers from the State and
National. I feel more than ever that call to trust in Mary, and boldly declare my
own fiat, my own surrender, my own “Yes.”
For me today, and hopefully for all of us, this speaks of how God respects
humankind’s freedom. God, in all His splendor and glory, respects humankind’s freedom to
choose his own path. He wanted humankind, like Mary, to become active in the salvation of the
world. God asked, and Mary said “Yes,” and the world was never the same again. How sweet to
think about and comprehend God giving us this importance despite our sinfulness.
So how do we connect this fiat to our daily living? Day after day, we also make choices, big and
small. Choices that will affect not only us or our family, but choices that can also affect the world.
We do not want to only say that we are followers of Christ. We want to live our lives reflecting the
truth that we are indeed followers of Christ by our own fiat. We cannot do that if the lives we live
do not reflect Christ and His love. Looking at Mary’s fiat, her complete surrender to God and His,
will for her, inspire us to keep moving forward, to keep pushing on when we feel discouraged, and
to get up again when we fall. We must find confidence in the truth that God is with us, and He
wants our “Yes,” too. He waits for us to say to Him “May it be done to me as you say.”
We are free to say this from the heart or to turn away from Him. We have that choice. May we
choose to surrender and say “Yes,” because when we do, God’s help is near and will enable us to
live out our “Yes.” It may not always be easy, especially in times of distress, yet we can
consecrate ourselves to Mary, and have faith in God.
It is, therefore, helpful to pray to the Holy Spirit to guide us to make choices that would reveal
God’s will. When God’s will is manifested in our choices, only then will heaven be here on earth.
May we never let our selfishness and fear deprive us of the privilege of being part of God’s perfect
plan, not later, but today, in our fiat, in our “Yes” to the Lord!
Father Erick Villa

FIRST VICE NATIONAL REGENT/NATIONAL SUPERVISOR
Susan Moné
Greeting California Catholic Daughters,
Welcome to all the new beginnings we share in the Easter season and the
awakening of spring.
Flowers and trees are blooming all around us with the beauty that only God could
have painted
for us to enjoy. I was told in a retreat years ago, that when we see something special
and
beautiful to imagine a gift tag hanging on it that says, “To you with love from God”! We all have
bumps in the road in life but focus on enjoying and thanking God for the blessings in your life.
I am enjoying many of those gift tags as I’m on a road trip with my husband. We have traveled
3,000 miles from AZ to WA then on into Canada and through Jasper and Banff where the gift
tags were uncountable with scenery, wildlife, and snow-covered peaks. As I write this, we are in
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MT visiting our grandson and then home.
Spring this year brings new beginnings in our Catholic Daughters. It’s election time in our local
courts. By the time you are reading this your court should have held elections I pray that all the
Ca courts have elected new officers. If you were asked to take an office, I hope you prayed about
it and said, “Yes Lord! Here I am, I come to do your work”. Your court can’t function without
your 5 officers. None of the jobs are difficult nor major time consuming. The officer you replace
should sit down with you to explain what you must do. Those in your court that have held the
office in the past are great resources, the state board will have training sessions and you have the
Tools of the Trade and Bylaws to help along the way.
I look forward to meeting with your State Board and anyone from CA coming to the Convention
in Puerto Rico in July. It will be exciting as always but especially since we haven’t had a
National Convention in 4 years. If you are unable to come, please keep all of us in your prayers
for a safe and successful convention.
Peace of the Risen Christ,
Susan Moné
First Vice National Regent

STATE REGENT
Mary (JoJo) Beasley
Hello Summer!
Well, Spring has come and gone. Where does the time go? What a lovely Spring it
was, and how nice to finish it off with our retreat in Three Rivers. Thank you to
Father Erick and all those who attended. This was a long awaited and much needed
event. I trust all of you have completed your Novena to Mary, Our Untier of Knots
and are starting to feel some relief from those knots in our lives. It was a beautiful
weekend, ending with the most glorious Spiritual Bouquet. What beautiful sentiments and
promises of prayer I received. Just knowing you are all keeping me in your thoughts and prayers
is reward in itself. I could not have been more touched.
As we enter summer we are entering into a new term of Officers and many of you may be
uncertain on your commitment of saying “Yes.” Just know that anyone who says ‘Yes” to God’s
calling will be taken care of and everything will be okay. The State board is in planning the stages
of the officer training workshops, which I will remind you is available to all members, and I
encourage all members to come. It gives you an opportunity to learn about Catholic Daughters
and the procedures we are to follow. We will be checking to see who has taken the Buzz
workshop back to their “Hive” and continuing on with the theme. We hope you will find it as
informative and fun as the Buzz Workshops. More information to follow.
I know many of you will be going dark for the Summer, please do not forget to send out your new
Officer Form. Also, it is critical that every court verifies the information on the National Roster,
including email. The State is going to be converting over to Flock Notes so we can reach every
member of the State and want to make sure that all members are reached. We need current
mailing, Telephone and Cell phone numbers as well as the email addresses. Many of you have
been telling us “I did not know….” and our answers is always going to be “It went out in a
release.” Now the releases will not just be going to the Regents and Vice Regent’s, but we will be
sending it to every member, but we can only add you if we have your current information. Be in
the “Know” of what is happening on the National, State, and even Diocesan levels.
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I believe the term 2022-2024 will be the term that we start seeing our courts thrive. So many of us
have been trying so hard to recover from the damages of COVID and the aftermath it has
caused. The State has been trying to get to every struggling court to help revive the spirit, but we
also know that there are several courts still out there that need our help. Please, if we have not
reached out to you, reach out to us. We are doing our best and ask that you do not give up on us
or your court, if you have not yet received the help you are looking for, we will get to you, but we
need to know who you are.
My theme “The Joy of the Lord is Your Strength” Nehemiah 8:10 was carefully thought out
knowing that we will all need to look to Lord for strength in rebuilding our courts. May we all do
this in the Joy of the Lord.
See you all in Puerto Rico at the National Convention!
Mary (JoJo) Beasley
The Joy of the Lord is your Strength
Nehemiah 8:10

FIRST VICE STATE REGENT
Maria Santos-Silva
BUZZ
I am still Buzzing with excitement from the time our Central Coast and LA Area
CDA Hives all came together and spent a beautiful day in Santa Barbara on
California’s Central Coast, learning about Waking Up our Hives and getting us
back to work post COVID. Seeing in person all the faces of my beautiful sisters
who until then I had only gotten to know as cute little squares on my Computer Screen in Zoom
meetings. Those of you who were there, over 54 CDA “Essential” Busy Bee’s from numerous
Courts from throughout California were amazing. The information that was shared and the
collaboration of ideas and experiences were priceless. I was amazed by the amount of Love,
Compassion, Unity, and Charity that filled that room. The busy CDA Bee’s that stepped up and
helped with Registration, Decorations, Technical Set-Ups the State Store, without even being
asked I am forever grateful. So many CDA Busy Bee’s, some seasoned and experienced worker
Bee’s, and some new to the hive, all came together like old friends. I appreciate the commitment
to our CDA Hive made by all of you with the inflated cost of travel and I pray that your time and
efforts were justified. A big Thank You to Court Santa Barbara for being such amazing Hosts and
for a beautiful lunch.
At the end of the Workshop, I called each Buzzy CDA Bee up to the front of the Room to share
with all of us who they were and what Court they were from. I hope and pray that by doing this all
of those in attendance had a beautiful visual of one of the most amazing aspects of being a
member of the Catholic Daughters of the America’s, compared to other Church, Women's
organizations, WE ARE TRULY A CONNECTED SISTERHOOD, just like our friends the Bee’s in
their Hives. Your membership in CDA gives you the opportunity to not only do The Blessed
Mother’s work in your parish as part of your home Court but also the opportunity to network with
CDA Sisters from throughout your Region, State, Nation, and Territories. The dollar you work to
raise with your Court Work can be stretched to not only benefit your home community but
communities throughout the Nation.
Page 4 of 34

I remember looking out across the room of all the Busy CDA Bees that were in attendance. We
were blessed to have a National Officer and a National Director Zoom in to visit with us, two Past
State Regents, Four State Officers, multiple State Chairman and DD’s and numerous Court
Officers. We also had several new members who have never served in a leadership role in
attendance along with JCDA members. I remember thinking to myself seeing all these levels of
membership in one room that this “CDA Hive is Strong''. The officers were able to see the future
of our Hive by the new members and JCDA’s in the group. Those who have yet to serve as an
officer were able to interact with so many established leaders who shared lovingly their CDA
knowledge and experiences. I pray as I am sure so many did that day that those new members
would realize that they have what it takes to take on a leadership role in their Courts. I also pray
that some of those Court Officers left the Hive with a spark in their hearts to serve as DD’s or
Chairman when asked. And that those DD’s and Chairman left that day with a Spark to put their
hats in the ring to run for State Office. You see in all that was shared that day I pray the one thing
that we all got back was our Spark!! A Spark that will burn in our hearts and help us through
prayer and a desire to serve or Courts not only in ways that we are comfortable but that we learn
to take that Spark and use it to help us serve in ways that in the in the beginning may push us
outside our comfort zones so that we can grow and serve our Blessed Mother to the fullest of our
abilities. I pray all those 54 Busy CDA Bees who left that Workshop went back to their Hives and
shared that spark and remind their Hives “Courts” that they are essential and needed for the
health and survival of our Organizing and our Communities. I look forward to our CDA Hives all
getting together again at the Upcoming National Convention in Puerto Rico and the Amazing
CDA Officer and DD Workshops being planned for late summer and early fall. God Bless every
one of you and… Stay Busy My Essential CDA Bee’s and keep Buzzing Along.

Maria Santos-Silva

SECOND VICE STATE REGENT
Lorine Bakowsky

In God’s name, let us go on bravely – Joan of Arc
My Dear Sisters,
I hope to see many of you at the National Convention in Puerto Rico! Through
God’s mercy we are left to continue his work and getting together as a national
women’s group to pray, plan and share our time together is important. This
national convention is one of the perks of CDA. Take advantage.
National Convention, however, is not the only thing that can be done during summer. Some
courts continue to meet during the summer and others take a two-month break. In the past that
may have been the way to go, but if your court is struggling, taking the summer off is not the way
to go. We need to continue to be engaged in CDA activities and events at our churches to help
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our communities get back to a sense of normalcy. If you have recently recruited new members
and now are going into recess for two months, what are those new members going to do? You
may not need to have a monthly meeting, but you can at least have some sort of social or
spiritual event to maintain the feeling of sisterhood.
Keep CDA and our sisterhood in the community’s view. Wear your purple to mass, attend mass
at least once a month together, help at vacation bible school, be there, be present, be purple! If
your court has not been meeting in person, start calling your sisters and checking on them. Plan
a walk at a local part and picnic. Many women the state court members spoke with feel
neglected. No one in CDA should feel this way. COVID did not break our phones or our spirit of
sisterhood.
The month of May is about sisterhood. We celebrate our strong and loving mothers, Our Lady of
Fatima, nurses, and the feast day of St. Joan of Arc. St. Joan is my patron saint. I admire her
courage, loyalty, and faith. I love that she used the gifts she was given to try and end the 100
years’ war that was causing her people harm and poverty. When St. Joan was martyred at the
stake, she asked for a cross so her eyes would be on Jesus. She knew her mission was
complete. Let us be like St. Joan and keep our eyes on Jesus and as she said, “In God’s name,
let us go on bravely,” let us complete our mission as Catholic Daughters, even in the wake of
COVID.
May you continue to do great things,
Lorine Bakowsky

STATE SECRETARY
Sheri Kanagawa
Congratulations to All the New Local Court Officers! Best wishes to those of you
whom accepted the call and the challenge to become officers of your court. You
are women willing to take a stand, to give your time and motivation for the Love
of God and your fellow CDA sisters. Each one of you will be working together
with your court to build and grow in Unity and Charity.
You each have a significant role in the future of your courts by building joy, confidence,
enthusiasm, and gratitude in your members. Your members also have a huge role by helping with
committees and praying to keep our CDA courts strong and thriving. Here are a few ideas to help
you get started in the new year.
• Do your best to have a well-planned agenda at each meeting and consider having a speaker
or program every few months.
• Attend workshops, conferences, and conventions both at State and National. Encourage your
members to attend also. There is a mountain of knowledge from our other CDA sisters.
• Plan your functions with your members, such as Reception for New members, Installation of
Officers, Memorial Mass, CDA Day, Prayer gatherings, Bishop Burse, Membership Drives and
Priest Appreciation Day to name just a few. And invite other nearby Courts to join you.
• Encourage members to become active and participate in all things.
• Make sure you communicate with your court members and Priest about news releases being
sent from State and National
• These are just a few ideas to get started.
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Regents, please allow your fellow OFFICERS and MEMBERS the right to grow with God’s faith,
trust, and love. Help them whenever the need arises. You should work together in Peace and
harmony, besides working together in Unity and Charity. You all depend upon each other, and
our members depend upon you to keep our courts running smoothly and free of turmoil.
We are respectful
We have fun
We love what we do
We work hard and smart
We do Great things
We communicate and listen
We are helpful
We stay Positive
We strive for Excellence
We are a Team
We are the Catholic Daughters of the Americas
May God be with you and bless you on your new CDA journeys
Sheri Kanagawa

STATE TREASURER
Sylvia Soliz
Hello, my sisters in Christ
It is such a glorious feeling to be connected in sisterhood to the Catholic
Daughters of the Americas. The care and outpouring of love I received at the
recent loss of my beloved mother was nothing short of incredible. You do not
know me, but you know me as your sister. You do not live nearby but you are
within reach. There is no greater love than to offer love by word and deed. One sister drove four
hundred miles to minister to me in my hour of great need, and another took over my
responsibilities. I was reminded of the Visitation of the Blessed Mother... They came in hast! You
are all so beautiful!
My prayer for each of you is to receive all the gifts of the Holy Spirit! To continue the excellent
work, you are all doing for Catholic Daughters and for your courts. As you prepare for the new
year with new officers, may you receive all wisdom, understanding and knowledge for the good of
your courts. Be filled with great hope and expectation that wonderful things are happening for
your future. Do not look to the short comings but look to the possibilities!
God is gracious and loving, just as you are my sisters in Christ! Be of Good Courage!
Sylvia Soliz, State Treasurer
Sylvia Soliz

UNITY AND CHARITY
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JUNE
5
5
14
16
18
19

Priest Appreciation Day
Pentecost
Flag Day
Corpus Christi
CDA Instituted June 18, 1903
Father’s Day

JULY
4
Independence Day
20-24 59th Biennial National Convention

AUGUST
15
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Feast of the Assumption

THE 2022 NATIONAL CONVENTION IN PUERTO RICO
ATTENTION: TO ALL REGENTS, MEMBERS:
Meal reservations form should be mailed to the Meals Chairperson:
Yolanda da Silveira
PO Box 367890
San Juan, PR 00936-7890
Please be sure to return the forms for meal reservations (due June 13; see Release #62
Tours in Puerto Rico: State Release #53 has the instructions & guidelines for securing tours and
Updated information is also in Release #62
ATTENTION REGENTS:
Final checklist for all individuals who are going to the 2022 National Convention:
Hotel reservations should be reserved at one of the three hotels
Sheraton Hotel and Casino – 200 Convention Boulevard, San Juan, PR 00907
The Aloft San Juan – 250 Convention Boulevard, San Juan, PR 00907
Hyatt Place San Juan – Avenida Fernandez Juncos 58, San Juan, PR 00907
Delegate and Alternate Convention Registration forms should have been completed and
Mailed to the National Office by June 1, 2022, to take advantage of the EARLY BIRD FEE
Catholic Daughters of the Americas
10 W. 71st Street
New York, NY 10023
The State Dinner payment should be mailed to:
Maria Santos-Silva
If you are planning to attend or participate in the 2022 WALK/RUN FOR LOVE
You should have mailed the Walk/Run form and registration fee of $25 to:
Send to: Julie Juarbe
CDA PR State 1st Vice Regent
P.O. Box 1313, Isabela
Puerto Rico 00662
Phone: 787-243-3013
Email: jjuarbe_dds@yahoo.com

MEMBERSHIP & DEVELOPMENT
TURN ON YOUR LIGHTS! TAKE YOUR CHOICE OR TRY FOR BOTH!!
THE NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP CONTEST
Now is the time to recruit new members. Host membership drives, socials, fun nights, spiritual events,
anything that spreads the light of Christ to others.
The contest runs from August 2020 – June 2022!
Prize for Local Courts
Prize for State Courts
(Gaining the most members *)
(Instituting the newest courts)
First place - $200
First place - $500
Second place - $150
Second place - $350
Third place - $100
Third place - $250
Category 1: 1-75 members
Category 2: 76-150 members
Category 3: 151+ members
STATE RELEASE #40 – STATE MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
The CA State Court has a membership drive beginning April 1, 2022 – October 1, 2022, with three levels:
(1) Courts with 25 members and under
(2) Courts with 26 members to 50 members
(3) Courts with 51+ members.
All new member forms must be postmarked on or before October 1, 2022. Do not forget to send original
membership form to National and a copy of membership form to:
Lorine Bakowsky
1121 Bodmin Ave, San Leandro, CA 94579
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SAVE THE DATE: Friday, September 9, 2022
Come and join us in California, We will be celebrating
A Mass of Thanksgiving and Banquet Dinner for
Catholic Daughters of the Americas
National Regent Elect Emily Guilherme
As we welcome her as the new National Regent
Mass – St. Mel’s in Norco
Reception – Double Tree in Ontario
The committee is trying to plan for how many will be attending the mass and banquet dinner.
As we prepare, please help us by answering few questions.
(This is no obligation, just a planning tool. An invitation will be sent mid-July.)
Court Name/Individual Name? __________________________________________________
Anticipated number of people attending the mass? ______________________
Anticipated number of people attending the banquet dinner? ____________________
Anticipated number of people that will need transportation from the hotel (Ontario) to church
Norco)? ______________________
Anticipated number of hotel rooms that will be needed?
Thursday night _____ Friday night _____ Saturday night _____
Return the requested information by May 30th to Chairman, Susan Killian.
Email – susankkillian@gmail.com
Mail – Susan Killian
9389 Tangelo Ave
Fontana, CA 92335
909-519-3719
Thank you for your input.

Our Circle of Love Chairmen
A circle is a curved line with every point equal distance from the point to the center
and bound together by a common interest. The seven-point program of the "Circle of
Love" is bound together by the common interest - love.

State Chairman: EDUCATION
Mary Jane Leal ~ MaryJaneLeal.cda@gmail.com
Hello everyone,
To say I was overwhelmed with pride upon opening my mail this last spring with all
the amazing Education Circle of Love education contests applications is an
understatement. Also thank you so much to all of you that submitted projects and for
all the courts that took the time to let us know what you were doing. As I read all the
applications, I was drawing closer to all my CDA sisters and all the amazing work you
are doing in your communities. The decision for the winners was a hard one and
congratulations to all. The State scholarship applications were just as impressive, and I am happy to
announce that we were able to award some very impressive scholarships to multiple worthy
recipients. I look forward to the remainder of my time serving the California State court as your
Education Chairman. Please keep up all the excellent work on your circle of love projects and make
sure to get your reports filled out. I look forward to reading them all next year. Thank you, God bless
and have an amazing summer.
Mary Jane Leal
Page 10 of 34

State Chairman: QUALITY OF LIFE
Andrea Rodriguez-Ochoa ~ Arochoa28@yahoo.com
Hello Sister's in Christ.
I would like to take this moment to "Thank" all the Courts who turned in their reports
for the Quality-of-Life contest. As far as I am concerned, you are all winners. The
generosity, that Catholic Daughters has is beyond words. Quality of Life (Social
Awareness) is ministering to the needs of all people. Even though not all our courts
submitted a project, we all partake in this as Catholic Daughters. We are doing God's
work in taking care of his children.
From helping local shelters, to hosting baby showers for mothers in need, supporting families who
are going through a medical crisis, or have lost someone, volunteering to teach women working
skills, providing gift cards to a restaurant to the homeless, care packages with basic necessities,
helping coordinate mammograms to women who don't have access to them, food drives and the list
goes on. The support you give to your local communities is amazing.
We also provide prayer for each other and our families as well as for our communities or for people
suffering in another country. We pray for peace and for the needs of others that we cannot reach.
Keep up the Great work and May God Bless you All.
Andrea Rodriguez-Ochoa

State Chairman: FAMILY
Laura McQuoid
Family— There are so many different definitions of family. For us as Catholic Daughters is it just the
court members, the court members and their families, our church community, all of us together?
Whatever the answer, I discovered when I am working with others of all ages and genders I
experience smiles, laughter, serious discussion, a hand on a shoulder, prayer and so many other
signs of a connection. That looks like family to me.
Families that put into regular practice the following 9 qualities can and will have a Happy and Healthy
Family.
Love. Choosing to demonstrate a selfless love for each family member and showing this love
through action.
Joy. Choose joy in all situations, not based on feelings and emotion.
Peace. Peace is a freedom from conflict. This can be achieved. Try holding your tongue in a
potentially Volatile situation or try sacrificing your wants.
Patience. When we are patient with one another, we tolerate pains or trials calmly without
complaining.
Kindness. When family members act in a friendly, generous, and considerate way it encourages
everyone to do the same.
Goodness. Clearly defining what your family values are and how everyone is expected to live
according to them precedes this. When families’ members practice making the right choices and
taking the right actions everyone benefits.
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Faithfulness. When you commit to something individually or as a family, make sure you do it! There
is no greater breaking point than to lose the trust of a family member.
Gentleness. Another word for gentleness is humility. The Bible teaches that pride comes before
destruction, and before honor comes humility.
Self-control. Another word to be used here is discipline, which can be defined as taking actions to
improve a skill or something.
We are encouraged to work on one quality per week as a family and repeat the cycle when done.
You will begin to move toward a happier and healthier family when you do this. “©️2015, Jackie
Bledsoe, Jr. All rights reserved. Originally published at www.jackiebkedsoe.com
If you have any question or ideas regarding family, please do not hesitate to contact me. I look
forward to hearing from you.
Laura McQuoid

State Chairman: Spiritual Enhancement
Wynsdey Adams ~ damewynsdey@gmail.com

A CDA PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND
Read about the CDA Pilgrimage in the SPOTLIGHT section of this newsletter.

Wynsday Adams

State Chairman: Legislation
Maureen Laubacher ~ maurlaub@aol.com
Hello from your State Legislative Chairman. We are again wearing masks in church.
Alameda County has re-issued their mask mandate for indoor meetings including
churches. We currently still have singing in church. I hope it continues. Singing is good
for my soul. I love to hear voices raised in song.
I have participated in many CDA activities, some still via Zoom. In Court St Raymond,
to which I belong, we continue to hold our court meetings in a hybrid fashion, some of
us in person with masks and some of us via zoom. We held our annual Spring Fling/50th Anniversary
party in April. The Spring Fling is a salad luncheon, bingo party and raffle event rolled into one event.
It is a great money maker for us. We were able to hold the luncheon at our parish hall while masks
were not mandatory. We limited the number of persons attending and the number of chairs per table.
Everyone enjoyed the opportunity to get together at an event as we celebrated our 50 th Anniversary
as a court.
Court St Raymond just concluded a Pie Sale using pies furnished by the Pie Company. We had to
work out a few kinks but ended up making more than $900 for our charities, without much
advertising. If your court has had any fund-raising ideas that worked, please share. I am always
looking for innovative ideas.
I attended our California CDA retreat at Three Rivers. It was a lovely weekend with Fr Erick leading
the retreat speaking to us how Mary is our example of living the beatitudes. We also shared an
exercise in creative painting, starting with a sky background of our choice, adding clouds, and finally
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adding the cross of our salvation. It was amazing to see all the artistic variations. Our ladies are
highly creative and talented.
Check out this link to the California Catholic Conference website. You can find information about bills
before our state legislature. Under the Take Action menu, it lists Action Alerts that provide many
useful links for information about legislative actions with which we as Catholic women should
concern ourselves.
California Catholic Conference
http://www.cacatholic.org/
On a personal note, I lost my mother-in-law, Bertha Mae Schoenborn at the end of March. She lived
a long and fruitful life, going home to Our Lord at 97 years of age. My husband and his 4 siblings are
learning how to get along without their mother. She was sharp as a tack and physically active until
about 3 months before her death. It is a loss that they knew was coming, but the reality is tougher
than they thought it would be. Pray for us.
I am taking an opportunity to travel to the east coast this summer to visit two of my sons and their
families. I have not seen them since October 2018. I am really looking forward to this trip. One son
lives in South Carolina and the other in Virginia. We are also going to New York to see my spouse’s
son-in-law sing at Carnegie Hall as a member of the Oregon Master Singers. On an even more
positive note, my son who has been in India for three year is coming back to the States at the end of
June. He and his family are returning to their home in Colorado. I see another trip in my future!
Blessings to you and yours. Stay safe as you travel this summer.
Maureen Laubacher

State Chairman: Leadership
Karen Aguirre ~ kaguirre@email.fielding.edu
Leadership for June Courts
Hello Dear Catholic daughters!
The summer months are a time for renewing our spiritual and physical lives. I pray you
are all well and flourishing with your families as well as your courts. June is the month
of the Sacred heart of Jesus!
June is also a time for many youths to receive the sacraments of First Holy Communion and
Confirmation and is also a time of year for the installation of new officers for your CDA. This is a joy
that brings hope to all Catholic daughters around the nation. We support new ladies to serve as Jesus
served. Do not feel incapable to take on a new officer’s position. Look for new ways to serve your
court. Our Blessed mother and your CDA sisters are always here to guide, mentor and assist you!
If you have always wondered about how the chairperson or the state courts work, please reach out.
Perhaps God is calling you to become a Circle of Love chairperson or a supportive member of our
state or national board!
The Church, governed and taught by the Holy Spirit has always rejoiced in devotion to the Sacred
Heart of Our Lord. In our age when many can be thoughtless and cruel, the Sacred Heart of Jesus
reminds us of God’s infinite love even towards those who seem ungrateful or indifferent. It also
provides a reminder to always turn to the Lord in all our needs.
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It is a special honor for my court to do something in honor of the Sacred heart each year since our
court parish began at Sacred Heart Parish. This year, we will be assisting at our local BBQ which has
been down for a few years since the pandemic. Something easy your court could consider is
attending Mass in honor of the Sacred Heart and passing out holy cards with His image on it.
This year, the feast falls on Friday, June 24th (the perfect day for our junior CDA convention in
Orlando). Please keep all participants in your thoughts and your prayers!
I greet all of you in the precious name of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus with my love and my
prayers!

Karen Aguirre

State Chairman: MEMBERSHIP/EXTENSION-Northern
Holly Hass ~ Hollyhass33@gmail.com
Hello Ladies,
This spring has flown by, and we are approaching summer quickly. I am thrilled to
say that our court in Northern California was excited to hold our annual High Tea
once again. With preparation and a lot of good timing, we celebrated our 22nd
Annual High Tea on May 1st.
Our Education Committee was involved as well and assessed eighth grade
applications for our Scholarship awards. While it was wonderful to prepare for the tea, gather the
committees together, and do our charitable work, there was a lot of planning and working behind the
scenes that happened long before the event. Thinking and planning for next year's events can also
be done in the summer.
As we approach the summer months, one way to have all the members involved and thinking about
next year is to stay connected. Select a Court member to be the "Idea Keeper" for the summer. She
can record the ideas she receives from court members for next year's fundraising and social events.
It is always easier to think about creative ideas when we have thoughtful time, and we do not feel
rushed.
We can all help our courts stay connected by just reaching out. A simple phone call, a coffee
gathering, an afternoon or evening of Bunco, Bingo, or a Book Exchange are all fun ways to share
our wonderful organization with prospective New members and keep our current members
connected.
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I wish everyone a restful and relaxing summer and to our Catholic Daughters heading to Puerto Rico
a safe and joyful trip.
Holly Hass
Mark 13:28
Now learn this lesson from the fig tree:
As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near.

State Chairman: MEMBERSHIP/EXTENSION-Central
Cheryl Vitali ~ cheryl.vitali@gmail.com
A Blessed Easter Season to all my CDA Sisters,
Personally, I have had a strange Easter season and am ready for Pentecost! Spring
has been wonderfully abundant to where I think the wind takes down my
hummingbird feeders because there are so many flowers. Hopefully, each of your
Courts are actively blooming with new events and bringing in new members as our
Courts open to more normal routines.
For myself, routines, faith, Catholic Daughters, and lots of prayer is becoming more vital every day.
I found myself completing my first novena for Divine Mercy Sunday. That might sound strange, yet
I was not raised Catholic, so it was significant and special. Years ago, I learned about Mass diaries
from Matthew Kelly (Dynamic Catholics) and had something profoundly strike me on May 1, third
Sunday of Easter, when I listened to Michael Schmitt because we had to stay at home. He was
speaking about when Jesus asked Peter three times, “Do you love me?” He also wove in the story
of St. Maximus Kolbe and how he sacrificed his life for someone else just before the liberation in
WWII. I wrote down the comment, “Leave potential behind and be poured out and let God be
glorified.”
Wow, that is what our blessed Savior did on the cross and what St. Maximus Kolbe modeled and
frankly has fit what is happening in many ways currently. How are we showing Christ how we love
him by being willing to be poured out and leaving potential behind for the glory of God?
Yes, busily bring in the new vitality into our Courts needed to thrive, to bloom, to grow. Yet also be
willing to be fertilizer and nourish in unexpected ways. Be willing to be poured out and find what
truly matters the most, glorifying God even when it has been hard or difficult and we are emerging
from a lengthy period of struggle. It might look a little different than before the pandemic and
everything each of us have born in the journey. United in our faith, God moves mountains.
"God shall be my hope, my stay, my guide and lantern to my feet." Shakespeare
Cheryl Vitali

State Chairman: MEMBERSHIP/EXTENSION-Southern
Christina Stone ~ tinytune@cox.net
Hello Beautiful Ladies,
I hope you are all faring well, hopefully you are all getting back to normal monthly
meetings and concentrating on recruitment and holding on to your current
membership. It has been a long hard struggle for all of us you are not alone! Do not
hesitate to reach out to your fellow courts or your DD or your State officers if you
need help. If you know of any courts in need reach out to them, let them know we are
all hear to help each other. Recently the State Officers were able to save several
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courts from disbanding so do not give up on yourselves, there is hope!! There is Strength in
numbers!!
Many Blessing to All,
Christina Stone

PARLIAMENTARIAN
Laura Vacca ~ Lauraspencer.vacc@gmail.com
"Reflect, Regroup and Reveal”
We have reflected (Lent) and regrouped (voted in our new local court officers) and
now it is time to reveal who we truly are as CDA court members! In doing so, we
organize our days, our times, and our efforts to fit into the "order" of our lives: God
first, family second, and "other" third. You are CDA sisters, mothers, friends,
educators, and more. Establishing your own order is not always the easiest of tasks
but you can categorize and prioritize by establishing your "house rules” to help
yourself be more functional! You would be surprised how experiencing the use of Robert's Rules at
a court meeting or State Convention can influence your daily lives behind the scenes at family
meetings, HOA, PTA, parish meetings, and so forth. This format offers you a way to sort out
issues, avoid conflict, and create a safe space for all.
The Basics of Robert's Rules Newly Revised is to focus on these: 1) Justice and courtesy for all,
2) Maintenance of order, 3) Consideration of one item at a time, 4) All sides get heard, 5) Ability for
each member to provide input, 6) Majority rule, and 7) Protection of the rights of all members
including the minority. Visit https://robertsrules.com/ to learn more about the author, Henry M
Roberts III and how to enact them wherever you find yourself in need of help in getting things done,
speaking clearly and concisely, and debating any topic respectfully. I wish you all a great
convention and a safe and healthy summer.
In Unity and Charity
Laura Vacca

State Chairman: Youth/JCDA
Linda Towne ~ holyspiritoffice@cox.net

NO ARTICLE AVAILABLE

Linda Towne
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STATE NEWS
A big "Thank you" to everyone who supported our Annual Charity Drawing.
The proceeds will be given to the Interfaith Network Shelter Charity. Winners
were hand drawn by our National Supervisor Susan Moné this past weekend
at the lovely St Anthony Retreat Center during our Spiritual Retreat.
Congratulations to our Winners:
First Place of $1,000.00
Floyd Kanagawa
St. Francis of Assisi Court #1652, Hanford, CA
Second Place of $750.00
Mary Beasley
Court Santa Sophia #2520, Alpine, CA
Third Place of $500.00
Nellie Basquez
Court Sacramento #172, Sacramento, CA

LEGISLATION NEWS
Attached is information from one of our national projects, National Center on
Sexual Exploitation (NCOSE). Dawn Hawkins, the CEO of NCOSE, is a vibrant
young woman who is knowledgeable about the crimes related to sexual
exploitation.
A representative from NCOSE will be presenting information about the work
the organization does to stop this awful crime at the 59th Biennial National
Convention of Catholic Daughters.
Please share with your courts regarding the following State Releases #59A,
#59B, #59C
Release # 59 A- News from Sherry Nilles, Regarding NCOSE
Release # 59 B- Ending Sexploitation Podcast
Release 59C- Tik Toc and CSAM
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JCDA NEWS
➢ Below you will find the name of the Sponsoring CDA Courts and the Regents information.
Please reach out to these regents to find out how you can best support these JCDA Courts,
which will allow us to send as many JCDA members as possible. We may be small when it
comes to JCDA, but there is no reason we cannot be mighty. Let us work as a unit and get our
girls over to Florida.
Court #1003 Little Flower
Patti Cornelius. Regent
559-553-5852 Cell
559-733-2454
Beancounter2@hotmail.com
Court # 1629 Our Lady of the Desert
Karen Aguirre, Regent
661-317-5212
kaguirre@email.fielding.edu
Court #942 Compton
Yvette Manard, Regent
562-400-8079 (cell)
Proactivepatient@2yahoo.com
Please note that it is possible the regent may refer you to the JCDA Chairman, but we want to get
these young women and future CDA members to Florida. Let us Do This!
➢ Please congratulate JCDA Court Mother Lupita on their Formal Court Installation
ceremony, which was held on Saturday, June 4, 2022, at 10:00 am
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CHECK OUT THE FOLLOWING CALIFORNIA STATE STORE SALES

STATE STORE MAY BUNDLE
SPECIAL – All for $45.00
Puerto Rico CDA National Convention
is here and California is getting ready!
White CA Button Up shirt
Luggage tag
Small (5) trading pin plus pouch

PATRIOTIC JUNE THRU JULY
BUNDLE SPECIAL -- $40.00
White CDA CA Button Up shirt (same as
May bundle) (we are currently out of the
red short-sleeved button-down shirts)
Scarf: Red, White, or Gold

” GETTING BACK TO THE HIVE”
AUGUST THRU SEPTEMBER BUNDLE
SPECIAL $30.00
Choice of any style of California State Store
Purple Polo Shirts with a CA CDA Notebook and Pen Set
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SPOTLIGHTING
A CDA Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
Written by Deacon Ryan Adams, Court Chaplain #2599 & Wynsdey Adams, Past Regent Court
#2599 and Current CA Spiritual Enhancement Chair
What a humbling experience for us to walk together leading our 4th Pilgrimage, and this time being
joined by several Catholic Daughters. As we always walked in the Footsteps of Jesus in the Holy
Land. This time, being with so many CDA members, the presence of our Blessed Mother was felt
so deeply, as she walked alongside us, just as she did with her son, our Lord, and she guided us
right into our Lord's open arms at every sacred site that we visited.
Past CA State Regent Mary Bernard shares two of her experiences that struck a spiritual chord
with her. "The very first Mass was at the Church of the Annunciation in Nazareth, the day after we
arrived, and I was honored and humbled to be asked to do the reading from the Prophet Isaiah,
where he told Ahaz that the maiden was with child and would soon give birth to a son. I stood there
trying to imagine how our Blessed Mother felt when she was told she would bear the Son of God."
The second site that struck me was when we renewed our Baptismal Promises in the Jordan River.
While standing in the water, with my eyes closed, I could only try to imagine the crowds coming out
to be baptized by this wildman John the Baptist who lived out in the desert with his long hair, beard
and wearing sandals. When I opened my eyes and it was my turn, there in front of me was Deacon
Ryan (for all those who know him, he has long hair a beard and is always wearing sandals) he
dipped the shell in the water and poured water from the Jordan River over my head. It was a
moment I will never forget."
Past CA State Regent Karen Bootz shared, "I had always wanted to go to the Holy Land and going
on Pilgrimage was so much more than I even imagined. I have never had my heart so full of Joy,
Sorrow, and Pain all at once as when I was in the Church of the Nativity and when walking the Via
Dolorosa, while we literally carried the Cross, there are no words to describe that experience. It is
something everyone needs to experience for themselves."
Past Court #2599 Regent Kristy VanCleve shares, "I've been blessed to make three pilgrimages
with Deacon Ryan and Wynsdey to the Holy Land since 2017. Each one has touched me
spiritually, holistically, and personally. This year, I was privileged to be invited to take part in
conversation with Christians living in Bethlehem and hearing of their struggle to support other
Christians in Bethlehem; how even when families appear at the local parish, there is little the pastor
can do for them, yet he does what he can. There is no support outside the local community. They
are hopeful, frightened, angry, worried, and determined to help one another. I cannot imagine our
faith worldwide without the local church where it all started 2000+ years ago. I ask all Catholic
Daughters to pray, pray without ceasing for the Christian community in Bethlehem. God knows
their needs. I encourage anyone who has the opportunity to make a Holy Land pilgrimage, do it. It
will change your life in ways you cannot imagine."
Catholic Daughters who joined this Pilgrimage Immediate Past CA State Regent Mary Bernard; Past CA State Regent Karen Bootz; Past Regent
Court #2599 and current CA Spiritual Enhancement Chair Wynsdey Adams; Past Regent Court
#2599 Kristy VanCleve; Current Regent Court #2599 Louise Claps; Local Court Officer Joanne
Lazar; Past Court Officer Chelsea Narajos; Court #2599 Member Paula Byabazaire; Court
Chaplain #2599 and Spiritual Director of the Pilgrimage Deacon Ryan Adams
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Jordan River - Mary Bernard, Karen Bootz,
Deacon Ryan Adams

Wynsdey Adams, Karen Bootz and Paula B.,
carrying the Cross

Catholic Daughter's gathered to walk the Via Dolorosa.
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Catholic Daughters gathered outside the Church of John the Baptist

Catholic Daughter's gathered at the Holy Child Program, a mental health school
located outside of Bethlehem that is sponsored by Wynsdey and Deacon Adams
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COURT HAPPENINGS
CDA Court St. Catherine #1378
Court St. Catherine #1378 members and their Chaplain Fr Alejandro Enriquez visited
and attended mass at St Antony Church (built in 1902) in Long Beach, California.
Fr Henry who said the mass and bless everyone for visiting as part of their yearlong Holy Door
Mission Pilgrimage - commemorating the 250 years Jubilee of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles.

COURT HAPPENINGS and UPDATES (cont.)
Ct. Queen of the Americas #2418 Baked Sale
St. Didacus Fiesta May 15, Sylmar, Ca
Court Queen of the Americas 2418 Members – Wanda Rezo, Sylvia Galka, Becky Falso, Irma
Rangel, Maryhelen Rodriguez, Regent Sylvia Ramirez, Cris Torres, Bernice Rodriguez. We
thankfully raised 959.00 from our Baked Goods.
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COURT HAPPENINGS and UPDATES (cont.)
Court St. Francis of Assisi #1652
Court St. Francis of Assisi #1652, Hanford, California, participates in the “Dress a Girl Around the
World” campaign under the Hope 4 Women International organization. Our members meet once a
month and sew dresses for the campaign. The dresses are sent to the organization and then
handed out worldwide to girls in the US and many foreign countries. Court #1652 has made over
150 dresses that have been given to young girls. As a new dress is given to a girl, she is told that
God loves her and that someone who made the dress cares for them very much and this changes
how they feel and gives them self- dignity. The dress gives the appearance that the girl is well
cared for and discourages predators such as those for sex trafficking. Pictured are court members
holding many of the dresses that have been made. Lil Draxler second from the right is our driving
force to continue this project.

COURT HAPPENINGS and UPDATES (cont.)
Court Mary Queen of the World #2400
Court Mary Queen of the World has been enjoying an increase in membership this quarter and this
Regent is handing over the reins to a most competent new group:
Regent-, Lorine Bakowsky
Vice Regent- Telly Sacramento
Secretary-JoAnn Riberdy
Treasurer - Imelda Bustamonte
Financial Secretary -Sheryl Smith
In April, we returned to a favorite Court Activity, our Bingo, and Bonnets Luncheon. Visitors and members
became creative and wore DIY hats for our parade and prizes given for the "Most Creative” Salads were
donated by our court members and the cost for table decorations was $2.50 each! We brought in over
$1,000 to be used toward our various charities which we voted on at our May meeting. Next, we led the
Parish Divine Mercy Chaplet for Divine Mercy Sunday. Finally, at the request of our Pastor, we quickly came
together to organize and lead the Lady of Fatima procession, to purchase new battery-operated candles
and then lead while reciting the rosary as we walked around the building and into the church. We have
found that walking and talking can be quite challenging! Thank you for your continued prayers for ALL
court's members, Deacon Tim Myers, our Spiritual Advisor and Fr. Peter Ngo, Chaplain. We look forward to
many stories that will come back from convention and the upcoming adventures that both our new Regent,
and our new Pastor have in store for us. It has been a pleasure getting to know our State officers and to
meet all other Court Officers and members during my last 4 years as a Regent.
God Bless! - Laura Vacca
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COURT HAPPENINGS and UPDATES (cont.)

Court #2696 St. Alphonsus di Liguori
As the Pandemic, better known as Covid-19, hit in 2020 we were all scared and unsure of what the
future would bring. But with our faith strong and trust in our Lord Jesus Christ we forged ahead and
got creative. We began to attend monthly meetings on Zoom and attended Mass virtually by means
of computers and telephones. Group texting and email became a way of life. We did our best to
continue to support our Charities like the East Los Angeles Women’s Center by donating sock of
assorted sizes and donated gift card, so they were able to feed and clothe homeless women and
children. At St. Alphonsus School we had an Essay Contest and put on a Christmas play for the
school children. We selected Prayer Buddies during Advent and Lent to pray for each other during
those seasons. We exchanged gifts at Christmas and made Easter Baskets for our buddy with
items and snacks they liked. We sell Sunday Missals in November for the coming year, which our
church community really appreciates. And once a month our Chaplin Fr. Larry gives a talk on
church topics via Zoom.
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COURT HAPPENINGS and UPDATES (cont.)
Court St. Catherine #1378 celebrated their last meeting with a Baby Shower for
“Casa Angelitos mother’s to be”

COURT HAPPENINGS and UPDATES (cont.)
The newly installed JCDA Court Mother Lupita was installed on
Saturday, June 4, 2022
At 10;00 am
Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church
519 E. Palmer Street, Compton, CA 90221
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JUNE
DATE
6/13/1920
6/14/1946
6/23/1946
6/13/1965
6/22/1985
6/22/1991
6/18/2005
6/9/2019

COURT #
519
1402
1410
1934
2280
2360
2553
2753

COURT NAME
Whittier
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
St. Joseph
St. John Baptist De La Salle
Our Lady of Refuge
St. Malachy
St. Joachim
Daughters of Divine Mercy

CITY
Whittier
Modesto
Corona
Concord
San Jose
Tehachapi
Madera
Clovis

YEARS
102
76
76
57
37
31
17
3

CITY
Atwater
Inglewood
Livermore

YEARS
69
10
4

JULY
DATE
7/12/1953
7/14/2012
7/28/2018

COURT #
1644
2658
2745

COURT NAME
St. Patrick
St. John Chrysostom
Sister Emmanuel Cardinale
AUGUST

DATE
8/6/1916
8/16/1951
8/19/2012
8/30/2015

COURT #
281
1580
2657
2696

COURT NAME
San Jose
St. Teresa of Avila
Little Flower of the Desert
St. Alphonsus Liguori

CITY
San Jose
Lemon Grove
Palm Springs
Los Angeles

YEARS
106
71
10
6

PRAYERS
Continued prayers for all who have gone through with the Covid-19, as we remember the
numerous family and friends we have lost.

GOLDEN STATE TIDINGS EDITOR – Karen Jones Kdj4237308@gmail.com
Send in Your Articles! Let others know what and how your court is doing. Your articles or updates
should be sent in email format with the text in the body of the email (not as an
attachment). Your articles should be under three hundred words and your court updates
should be under fifty words.
Submission dates are:
Sept - Fall 2021 submit by August 10, 2021
Dec - Winter 2021 submit by November 10, 2021
March - Spring 2022 submit by February 10, 2022
June – Summer 2022 submit by May 10, 2022
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CELEBRATIONS
The CDA CA State Court is honored to help CDA Court Raymond Celebrate their 50th
Anniversary. May God continue to Bless this Court with many more Blessed and Beautiful Years.

Left to right: Marina Khayat, State Treasurer Sylvia Soliz, 1st Vice State Regent Maria SantosSilva, State Chaplain Erick Villa, 2nd Vice State Regent Lorine Bakowsky, State Regent Mary
Beasley, State Secretary Sheri Kanagawa

Left to right: State Treasurer Sylvia Soliz, Ct. St. Raymond Regent Maureen Laubacher, 1st Vice
State Regent Maria Santos-Silva, State Regent Mary Beasley 2nd Vice State Regent Lorine
Bakowsky, State Secretary Sheri Kanagawa, State Chaplain Erick Villa, Nita Volker
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CELEBRATIONS
Today marks the 77th year anniversary of CDA Court St Catherine 1378. In attendance were
National and State officers and our court members, family, and friends. We started with a mass at
Nativity Church by Fr. Tran. Reception followed at the Annex.

Members posed with National and State officers

National Regent-Elect Emily Guilherme, Past State
Regent Susan Killian, with members of Ct.
St. Catherine #1378
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National Regent-Elect Emily Guilherme

JCDA HAPPENINGS
JCDA COURT MOTHER LUPITA
HYGIENE PROJECT

Congratulations to JCDA Court Mother Lupita for their successful hygiene project. The members’
project was to provide a variety of hygiene items to residents of two shelters in Compton. One
shelter was for mothers and children the other shelter was a male transitional housing. On May
13th, available members and their advisors delivered the much-appreciated hygiene bags to the
shelter’s administrators and their residents.
The hygiene project was selected by Court Mother
Lupita’s members, as they wanted to help the with an
urgent need to provide personal hygiene items to
residents in Compton’s shelters. “I am so proud of our
members who stepped up and made this project so
successful,” says Miranda Vizcarra, President. “It was
an eye-opening experience for all of us and we will
definitely be doing some more outreach projects.”
“The members were given an opportunity to see
firsthand the needs of men, women and children who
do not have housing and how smaller group homes
for families are a part of our community,” commented
Maribel Lara, JCDA Chairperson.
We are very thankful to our JCDA advisors, Patty
Gutiérrez, Linda Wilson-Davis, Court Compton #942 members and the mothers of the Court
Mother Lupita for helping make this project so successful.
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California CDA State Spiritual Retreat
Stewart Leadership: Values of Mary Retreat
St. Anthony's Retreat Center
Three Rivers, California
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