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              Message from our State Chaplain 

Father Erick Villa 

Fresh from the CDA State Officers and Committee Chairs annual weekend meeting 
at the beautiful Morro Bay, I convey the excitement and commitment of this blessed 
group of women tasked to lead the local courts in California. 

Providentially as we celebrate this great and joyous feast of Christmas, images 

of baby Jesus are what we see before us. But are we aware that while we remember 

His birthday, we are celebrating something else? We rejoice not that God’s Word is 

now a baby; we are glad that God, in Jesus, is now our Companion, our Brother! God 

has answered our hearts’ desires with the greatest possible love – His own Son! 

And that is the essence of Christmas: God sent His Son into the world, and He does not intend 

Him to be received as a cute little infant. The Father wants His Son to be recognized for who He really 

is – the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

God is giving us His Son so that we may encounter the deepest offer of love from a Father’s 

heart. In that first Christmas, some people received this offer with love and some others ignored and 

refused it. Memory of Jesus’s birth today is an occasion for us to take up one response or the other – 

to accept Jesus or to refuse Him entry into our lives. 

Things do not have to be perfect now. We may be facing troubles of many kinds. But Jesus 

wants to live with us, walk with us, work with us, hope with us, smile with us, cry with us. 

Christmas is a constant reminder that though we do not deserve divine attention because we 

have strayed away from the Lord, the Lord has decided to express His love for us by embracing the 

whole of our earthly life: our birth, our growth, our death; so that one day He can share with us His 

glory. 

Let us take some time to pray and reflect on that image of God who is embracing us in whatever 

situation we find ourselves in. May we return the gesture, even in our imperfect and limited way. Let us 

allow Him to journey with us. Let us welcome Christ, the greatest gift from God the Father to us, His 

beloved children! 

A BLESSED CHRISTMAS TO ALL! 

 

FIRST VICE NATIONAL REGENT/NATIONAL SUPERVISOR  

Susan Moné 

Time flies! It seems that we were just enjoying our summer and now everywhere I go I hear 
Christmas carols and see Christmas decorations and gifts before I have even bought 
and stuffed my turkey.  
     As that time has flown your courts have been busy with meetings, special 
events and workshops. I enjoy reading the newsletters to see what all of you are 
doing in your courts.  
I know your State Board has also been busy as they lead the Catholic Daughters in 
California.  

 Advent is just around the corner, and I hope that as a court many of you have made plans for 
some special spiritual event to spent time together growing in your faith as you prepare for the 
Birthday of Our Lord. I pray that as individuals you will use Advent for your own personal growth also 
by making more time to spend in prayer and meditation with God. We all need to prepare for 
Christmas by helping those in need, by donating time and talents to serve people in your parish and 
community in whatever manner you are able. It can be donating money to St. Vincent De Paul, 
sponsoring a family for Christmas, visit nursing homes as a court and sing Christmas carols for the 
residents, donate food to St. Vincent De Paul or a food bank in your area, clean out that closet of 
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those clothes you have not worn in a couple years, donate coats and blankets to the homeless. There 
so many ways to be a sign of hope to others if you pray and are open to see the needs around you. 
 Many have been asking where our summer issue of Share it was due the beginning of 
October. Well, it is coming just like Christmas! Like so many others we have had delays. Our printers 
tell us “Our production schedule has faced a number of challenges considering the supply chain.” So, 
all we can do is to be patient. Also, by now you should have received your 2-year calendar, but it also 
is delayed, but it is coming. We are sorry for the delays and inconvenience.  
 I keep all for you in prayer every day for the health of you and your families and for the 
success of the work of your court as you serve the Lord. During Advent I will hold you up in prayer 
that Advent is a blessed and holy time for you as you come closer to the Baby Jesus. 
Enjoy a Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving. 
 
God’s love and Peace, 

Susan Moné 

 

STATE REGENT 

Mary (JoJo) Beasley 

To the lovely ladies of whom I serve and my dear sisters, 
It is the most wonderful time of the year. A time when giving and serving is the most 
rewarding, and families are brought together to celebrate Christ our Lord. However 
peaceful and joyful Christmas is meant to be, it is often the most stressful time of the 
year. 
When the holiday season becomes increasingly hectic every year, how can you wind 
down and make sure you take time to reflect? After all, Christmas is about more than 

finding the perfect present. Taking time to say a simple prayer can be the perfect reset when the 
holidays ramp into overdrive. Christmas should be a time when you can gather with loved ones and 
reflect on the blessings of the past year. 

There are many other times over the course of Christmas festivities where you can share spiritual 
words. For instance, you can say a prayer before going to bed or before opening presents. You can 
spread the message of Christmas to those you care about when writing out your Christmas Cards. 
While Christmas can be a difficult time for some families, prayer is a good way to instill hope and 
courage into the holidays and to remember those around you. 
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the 
eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ child. 
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. Close the door of hate 
And open the door of love all over the world. Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with 
every greeting during this holiday season. 
May your New Year also be filled with joy, enthusiasm, and fresh beginnings. As we enter the New 
Year, the State Board will be eagerly planning to help rebuild the strength and unity of our courts. 
2022 will be the year to remember as we try to forget the trials of 2020. We are hearing you loud and 
clear and are responding. We are offering a wide variety of workshops for the entire membership. If 
you have questions or have always wondered “Why?” join us for an informative fun filled day. The 
workshops will be scattered throughout the state. Put a group of ladies together and join us 
somewhere. Then, come and feel the grace of God as we all reconnect with Jesus, at the retreat in 
Three Rivers in May, put on by no other than our New Chaplain, Father Erick. We will join each other 
again in the heat of Puerto Rico for the National Convention. It is going to be a busy year and I know 
we have all been waiting to serve the Lord and do God’s work the way only Catholic Daughters can. 
We got this! 
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In Unity and Charity, 

Mary (JoJo) Beasley 

 

 

The Joy of the Lord is your Strength 

Nehemiah 8:10 

 

FIRST VICE STATE REGENT  

Maria Santos-Silva 

Christmas Greetings to all my beautiful California State Catholic Daughters of 

the Americas Sisters. I hope this Advent season finds all of you happy healthy and 

well, filled with anticipation for upcoming celebration of the birth of our Lord Jesus 

Christ with time spent with family friends and hopefully your CDA sisters. I would like 

to take this opportunity to let you know that the CA CDA State Store is up and running 

and ready to fill all your Christmas CDA needs. Please refer to the CDA Web Page 

and/or Face Book Page for more information on new items, special “Bundle Sale” and 

placing your orders. In this article of the Golden State Tidings, I wanted to share with you one of my 

favorite hobbies; cooking/baking. I love time spent in my farmhouse kitchen, especially during this 

time of year. Whether it is baking, cooking, or canning, I am at my happiest with something cooking 

on the stove or baking in the oven with a Rosary or Christmas Music playing in the background. One 

of my favorite cookbooks is one I picked up on a trip to Iowa last year when I attended the 

installation of our Worthy National Regent Sherry Nilles. The Cookbook is titled “Cooking with the 

Saint’s” by Alexandra Greeley and Fernando Flores. I enjoy trying the new recipes for various feast 

days. I want to share the following special recipe with you, Ancient Roman Honey Cake. December 

7th is the Feast Day of Saint Ambrose. St. Ambrose grew up in a Roman Christian family and 

according to legend when St. Ambrose was an infant a swarm of Bees landed on his face leaving 

behind a drop of honey. This act then convinced his father that his son would become a great orator 

with a “Honeyed Tongue” St. Ambrose with consecrated Bishop of Milan in 374. During his tenure, 

he accomplished wonderful things for the Church, including influencing St Augustine of Hippo to 

convert to Christianity; disallowing several basilicas to be ceded to the Arians; and delivering 

sermons and important theological treatises that impacted the lives of several popes and the public 

at large. He is one of the four original Doctors of the church. According to chronicle of early Christian 

history St. Ambrose noted that his faithful Christians lived like “Busy Bees” likening the church to a 

beehive. This could explain how his legacy has generated so many honey-based recipes. I would 

love to imagine my Beautiful CA CDA sisters as “Busy Bees” in this Beautiful Hive. All working 

together in our Faith and Devotion to the Blessed Mother thru Unity and Charity. Many of our Courts 

need all their Busy Little Bees to return to the hive that is their Courts. And like the Special and 

Devoted St. Ambrose working at spreading the news of how Beautiful, Necessary and Devoted the 

“Busy Bee’s” of our Courts are in our parish communities. I hope that you have the  

Ancient Roman Honey Cake 

Ingredients: 

1 ½ cups all-purpose flour 

1 ½ teaspoon baking soda 

½ teaspoon salt 

¾ cup milk 
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¾ cup honey 

1 large Egg  

½ cup vegetable oil, olive oil or a mix of both 

1 teaspoon lemon juice. 

1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Using baking spray prepare a 10” round cake pan and set 
aside. 
2. Mix all the dry ingredients together in a mixing bowl. In a separate bowl combine and beat 
together the liquid ingredients. Slowly beat the liquid ingredients into the dry ingredients and pour 
into the prepared pan.  
3. Bake for 30-40 minutes or until a toothpick inserted in the center of the cake comes out clean. 
Remove the cake from the oven and cool before serving. 
The top of the cake may darken quickly so cover it with foil after 20 minutes of baking time. Serve 
this beautiful Honey Cake with clear honey, or Greek yogurt. 

 
 

SECOND VICE STATE REGENT 

Lorine Bakowsky    

“Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth."          
1 John 3:18 
 
Hope, Peace, Happiness and Joy to you this Advent season my CDA sisters, 
 
How can I best express my thoughts on Advent? Every year we wait for our Lord 
Jesus, who came as a baby - vulnerable, unique, and divine to come again. We 

prepare, we pray and hope. We run around like maniacs preparing for relatives and friends and we try 
to connect with old friends. I am stuck on the waiting and preparing. In our small slice of the world we 
are no longer waiting, we are out of shelter in place and should not be waiting but doing! If anyone is 
preparing the way for our Lord Jesus Christ to return in glory it is Catholic Daughters.  
 
In my last article, I wrote about being on the road to recovery and statewide, we are motoring right 
along! We have seen many courts beginning to meet again in person and on zoom; many courts 
holding walkathon fundraisers; many courts making spiritual bouquets for clergy and others and the 
state board has heard your voices asking for information, training, and ideas. We are preparing a day 
devoted to you and fellowship. In February we will hold training days full of information, ideas, 
meeting openers and did I mention fellowship? Let us not remain in perpetual advent, the waiting is 
over, let us get going and fulfill our CDA mission.  
 
I wish you a happy and safe holiday season and I hope to see you in February if I am in your area. 

Lorine Bakowsky    

 

STATE SECRETARY 

Sheri Kanagawa 

 Merry Christmas My CDA Sisters, 
  This is the time of year to be rejoicing with our family and friends as Jesus Christ 
has been born. I love the Christmas traditions that I do with my family as well as 
friends. Traditions like Christmas caroling, cookie baking, and pulling a name off the 
Star Tree to buy a little one a much-needed gift and of course Mid-Night Mass to 
name a few. Every family has one memory that they hold dear to their heart. 
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 Catholic Daughters also has a little-known tradition. This tradition should not be forgotten that I 
would like to share with you. With COVID, cancer and illnesses on the rise, we have lost so many of 
our Catholic Daughter Sisters these past few years. While attending several different memorial 
services for my CDA sisters, I was overwhelmed with something called the “Rose Ceremony.”  At one 
service, the CDA members walked in front of the casket carrying a rose. Before the mass started, the 
lead CDA member recited the prayers and the other CDA members helped with the responses. This 
took about 10-12 minutes. At the end, all Catholic Daughters got in a line for the “Rose Ceremony.”  
The CDA members each took their rose and after they gave their respect to their beloved sister, they 
then placed the rose in the vase that was by the casket or urn. After mass, all the Catholic Daughters 
then formed an “Honor Guard” outside the church for the final procession. The bouquet of roses is 
either taken to the grave site or the reception for their beloved Catholic Daughter. 

 It was very moving for me, to see each member mention the rose and give their last respects 
to their dear friend. At Tess’s funeral, our beloved past state regent, there was over 60 Catholic 
Daughters. It was such a beautiful bouquet. At a funeral for our CDA court, there was only six of us, 
and we did the Rose Ceremony for our lovely member, and I felt a tug at my heart strings as we each 
gave 3 or 4 roses. It was a beautiful bouquet and a treasured moment. If you are interested in the 
Rose Ceremony, just send mean email me and I will send you a copy or check with the Tools of the 
Trade. For those that have lost someone dear to their hearts I leave you with this poem. 

MY FIRST CHRISTMAS IN HEAVEN 
I can see the countless Christmas trees around the world below 

With tiny lights like heaven’s stars reflecting in the snow. 
The sight is so spectacular, please wipe away the tears 

For I am spending Christmas with Jesus this year. 
I hear the many Christmas songs that people hold so dear 

But the sound of music cannot compare with the Christmas choir up here 
I have to tell you, the joy their faces bring 

For it is beyond description to hear the angels sing. 
I know how much you miss me; I see the pain inside you heart 

But I am not so far away, we really are not apart. 
So be happy for me, dear ones, you know I hold you dear. 
And be glad I am spending Christmas with Jesus this year. 

I sent you each a memory of my undying love 
After all love is a gift, more precious than pure gold 

It was always most important in the stories Jesus told. 
Please love and keep each other as my Father said to do 

For I cannot count the blessing of love He has for you 
So have a Merry Christmas, all of you whom I hold dear 

Remember, I am spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year. 
 

Sheri Kanagawa 

 

STATE TREASURER 

Sylvia Soliz 

Hello, my sisters in Christ.  
 I greet you each one with a joyful heart. It has been quite a year for us all. Even 
more so for many of our California courts. Some have weathered the storm well and 
others have had more than their share of challenges. God bless you all for your 
individual sacrifices you made to keep things going along as best you could.  
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As our courts begin to slowly open up and return to normal, I pray you all carry the sense of Hope and 

expectation that the Lord will do a new and wonderful thing for each of you. Soon Advent will be upon 

us, and we turn our minds and thoughts to Our Blessed Mother. We reflect on her young life and are 

in awe to her "yes". I bring to you her beautiful canticle that comforted me so many years ago.  

I came to Jesus an empty vessel and he gave me his mother to comfort my heart! Oh, such a gift of 
Love that still brings tears to my eyes! May you find your blessing in her prayer...  
 

The Canticle of Mary 

"My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord. 
my spirit rejoices in God my savior, 

For He has looked upon his handmaid's lowliness. 
behold, from now on will all ages call me blessed. 
The Mighty One has done wonderful things for me, 

and holy is His name 

His mercy is from age to age 

to those who fear Him. 
He has shown might with His arm, 

dispersed the arrogant of mind and heart. 
He has thrown down the rulers from their thrones 

but lifted up the lowly. 
The hungry He has filled with good things; 

the rich He has sent away empty. 
He has helped Israel His servant, 

remembering His mercy, 
according to His promise to our fathers, 

to Abraham and to His descendants forever." 

Luke 1: 46-55 
 

John Michael Talbot sung the "Magnificat” that is so beautiful. Look it up and let the words fill your 

heart and soul!                                      

Blessings, 

Sylvia Soliz 
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NEWS ACROSS THE STATE 

DISTRICT DEPUTY TRAINING WORKSHOPS 

Training from the Northern area                                 Training from the Central area 

                      
 When:   Sunday, September 19, 2021                               When:  Saturday, September 25, 2021 
 Where:  St. Raymond’s Kid’s Klub Room                           Where:  Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima 
 Hosts:   Lorine Bakowsky and Sylvia Soliz                         Hosts:  Sheri Kanagawa and Lil Draxler 

Training from the Southern area 

               
When:  Saturday, October 9, 2021 

Where:  Our Lady of Victory 
Hosts:  Mary Beasley and Maria Santos-Silva 

 
 

MAKEUP DD WORKSHOP 
There was a makeup DD Workshop for all District Deputies that were unable to attend the live 
meetings. We want all the District Deputies to be able to succeed as a District Deputy and assist your 
assigned court or courts. Hopefully, those who may have missed the live workshops, were able to 
attend this event. These workshops are important to help your assigned court succeed. This event 
occurred: 
                                    When:          Wednesday, Nov. 17, 2021 
                                    Time:           7:00 p.m. 
                                    Where:        Zoom   
                                    Meeting Id:  892 8614 8501 
                                    Passcode:   CACDADD 
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GOLD ROBING 
On October 23, 2021, at Santa Sophia Catholic Church in Spring Valley, California was the Gold 
Robing for Mary Beasley as the California State Regent. There were CDA Sisters from several courts 
who came out to celebrate wonderful occasion. 

                                        
          The 2021-2023 State Officers with Santa                    Fr. Erick blessing Mary at the 
               Santa Sophia priest, deacon, Fr. Erick                        Gold Robing reception 
 
The winners of the California State Holiday Drawing were the following:   

Congratulations to our Winners 
 

First Place of $1,000.00 
Court Our Lady of the Holy Spirit #2218 

San Diego, California 
 

2nd Place of $500.00 
Ezekiel Dueno 

St. Madeleine Sophie # 2562 Ontario, California 
 

3rd Place of $250.00 
Cecilia Cayetana (Judith Nunes) 

St. John Chrysostom #2658, Hawthorne, California 
 

****************************************************** 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

DECEMBER  

8 Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
12 Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
25 Christmas 
                                                          JANUARY 
                                           1 Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God 
                                           2 The Epiphany of the Lord 
                                           9 The Baptism of the Lord 
                                         17 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
                                         21 March for Life 
                                         22 Pro-Life Mass 
                                                                                                                   FEBRUARY 
                                                                                                                   14 St. Valentine’s Day 
                                                                                                                   20 JCDA Day 
                                                                                                                   21 Presidents’ Day 
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HOT OFF THE PRESS:  NATIONAL CONVENTION NEWS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 59th Biennial National Convention 
Sheraton Hotel and Casino 

San Juan, Puerto Rico 
July 19 – 24, 2022 

 
Convention Dates: 
Pre-convention workshops and Concert  Tuesday, July 19, 2022 
Opening Convention Mass    Wednesday, July 20, 2022 
Convention Meeting Days Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, &                         
                                                                                 Saturday, July 20-24, 2022 
Closing Banquet     Saturday, July 23, 2022 
 
Hotel Location: 
 Sheraton Hotel and Casino 
 200 Convention Boulevard 
 San Juan, Puerto Rico 00907 
 

Hotel Reservations:  
 You have two options to secure your hotel room, online or by telephone:  
 
Instructions to make your room reservation online:  
Step 1  Go to https://www.marriott.com/reservation/unsuccessfulSell.mi 
Step 2  Select your arrival/departure dates  
Step 3  Select room type  
Step 3  Enter name and payment information  
 

Instructions to make your room reservation by telephone:  
Step 1  Call 1-888-236-2427  
Step 2  Once you reach a live agent, request the Sheraton Hotel and Casino,          
  located at 200 Convention Blvd., Puerto Rico       
Step 3  Identify that you are with a Group (“Catholic Daughters of the Americas                 
            2022 National Convention”)  
 

Discounted Group Room Rate: 
$149.00 USD, per room, per night 

(Rate is available from July 7 through Thursday, July 28, 2022) 
 

Last date to make a room reservation at the Catholic Daughters discounted rate 
is Thursday, June 14, 2022  
 

Important General Information:  
You DO NOT need a passport to travel to Puerto Rico  
Currency used in Puerto Rico is USD  
You can learn more about the current Travel Guidelines for Puerto Rico, 
including information pertaining to COVID and vaccination card/PCR negative 
test requirements at https:// www.discoverpuertorico.com/info/travel-guidelines 
 

 
  

 
 
 
Emily Guilherme, National Regent-Elect 

https://www.marriott.com/reservation/unsuccessfulSell.mi
http://www.discoverpuertorico.com/info/travel-guidelines
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Our Circle of Love Chairmen 
A circle is a curved line with every point equal distance from the point to the center 
and bound together by a common interest. The seven-point program of the "Circle 

of Love" is bound together by the common interest - love. 
 

 
 
 

State Chairman:  EDUCATION 
Mary Jane Leal ~ MaryJaneLeal.cda@gmail.com 

Merry Christmas my Beautiful CDA Sisters.  

If you are like me where has the time gone? It feels like just yesterday I accepted the 
position as the CA State CDA Education Chairman. I have been doing all I can to read 
up on my responsibilities so that I can serve you to the best of my abilities. Please look 
for Releases in the coming future with information and deadlines regarding the 
Education Contests for the Circle of Love in the State. If you have any questions or 

concerns regarding the Education Contest, please feel free to email me at 
MaryJaneLeal.CDA@gmail.com . As we enter this holy season of Advent, I hope that through all the 
Hustle and Bustle of our Busy lives that we can all find the time to spend some quiet time and reflection 
on all the blessings of the previous year and build excitement for all the new possibilities of the New 
Year to come.  

I for one am looking forward to spending quality time in one of my favorite pastimes researching and 
following devotions to our Beautiful Mother Mary. This time of year, especially I find “Comfort and Joy” 
in time spent with Mother Mary. I look forward to “In Person” CDA functions where I can once again 
smile and spend time with all of you my beautiful CA State CDA Sisters. May the Blessed Mother and 
Our Lord Jesus continue to Bless and Watch over all you my beautiful CA State CDA Sisters.  

 

 

State Chairman:  FAMILY 
Laura McQuoid  
My name is Laura McQuoid. I am currently the Regent of Court Sister Emmanuel Cardinale in 
Livermore. This Northern California city is known for its Annual Rodeo and over fifty wineries. Our           
Court is new, established about four years ago. We have been so grateful for the support we have 
received from our CDA sisters. I have taken advantage of the informative workshops offered to 
expand my knowledge and understanding of the great works accomplished by the Catholic 
Daughters.  
By attending the workshops and events I have met so many lovely ladies that share the 
Catholic vision.  
    
It is with great gratitude I was asked to fill the position of Family Chairman.  
I will work diligently to learn and fulfill the obligations required with love and understanding.  
Unity is strength… when we work together wonderful things can be achieved. 
 
Laura  
 

 

 

 

mailto:MaryJaneLeal.cda@gmail.com
about:blank


 

Page 12 of 28 
 

State Chairman:  Leadership 
Karen Aguirre ~ kaguirre@email.fielding.edu 

 Fill others with Christmas Cheer!                                                                                                                         
 

Dear ladies, I hope all your courts and your families are doing well this December, the holidays are 

here! 

Christmas is not meant to be to be celebrated in isolation, but with our communities, right? Think of 

that first Christmas with the shepherds, and the innkeepers, and all the angels all rejoicing with the 

Holy Family at the birth of Jesus, our Savior. Many people are still feeling lonely and isolated. This 

year then, I recommend doing everything you can think of to share Jesus with others. I know 

many courts are busy supporting their communities and parishes by doing special acts of charity to 

help spread the Christmas Spirit, so this year, lets increase our deep love of the Christ Child. 

Some of you have assisted with toy drives, giving trees, and food collections and drop-offs. Others 

have been involved in collecting warm jackets, scarves, and mittens, and another court was busy 

making toiletry donations to a local women’s shelter. Last year, our junior court collected warm 

blankets for the homeless. 

This Christmas, my court is partnering with our CCD program by adopting a few needy families. Our 

ladies felt it was so important to get something nice for the parents too, especially the “mothers” as 

well as the children. For one mother, we purchased a mani/pedi certificate, and we sure hope she 

enjoys it! We wanted to make her feel special and beautiful as so often the mothers take a back seat 

while nurturing their families throughout the year. I always take great pride in the creativity of our 

Catholic Daughters! 

This year, my own family and I wanted to make great memories, and so I bought all my children 

brightly colored holiday frames. The idea is that they will take lots of photos and print a favorite to 

place in the frame to display all year long. We want to end 2021 on a positive note! 

 Christmas is my favorite time of year. I want to wish all the California Courts a very Merry 

Christmas and a joyful New Year! You are always in my prayers. I look forward to seeing your 

Circle of Love projects this year, please send them to me! 

 

This little girl was delighted to receive her gift; it was a beautiful candle! 
 

 

mailto:kaguirre@email.fielding.edu
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State Chairman:  Legislation 
Maureen Laubacher ~ maurlaub@aol.com 

The holiday season is upon us. Remember to have some family activities to 

recognize that Jesus is the reason for the season. There are Stations of the Crib 

available similar to the Stations of the Cross 

at www.franciscanpenancelibrary.com/stationsofthecrib.  These stations recall the 

events leading up to and immediately following the birth of Christ. 

Let us prayerfully approach Christmas during the season of Advent and prepare 

ourselves to receive the Lord in our hearts. We have plenty of reason to celebrate this season as our 

churches are opening for Christmas services.  

We need to redouble our prayer efforts as the Supreme Court makes its decision in the Dobbs 

versus Jackson Women’s Health Organization. The current case centers on “the Gestational Age 

Act,” a Mississippi law that would ban all abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy. Currently abortions 

are allowed up to 24 weeks of pregnancy. The court will announce its decision in June 2022. 

In closing I wish you and your families a safe and joy-filled Christmas. If you are traveling to visit 

family as I am, I pray for you safe travels. 

 

This prayer was just delivered in the National Quarterly as a prayer for the Supreme Court: 
  

Prayer for the Supreme Court 
Holy Trinity, Source of Life and Truth, we entrust our nation to You. We ask for mercy for the 
decades of legalized abortion that has been permitted in our land. We ask that the sacredness of 
every human life be protected and upheld in both law and culture. In a special way we commend to 
You the Justices of the Supreme Court. Please grant them clarity, wisdom, and right reason. 
Overthrow, at last, by Your power, the scourge of abortion in our land and usher in a new era of 
protection for the unborn. By the power of Christ's passion, Death and Resurrection may Your 
perfect justice be established on earth. Amen 
   
Thanks  
Maureen 
 

 
 

State Chairman:  QUALITY OF LIFE 
Andrea Rodriguez-Ochoa ~ Arochoa28@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 
 
Due to unfortunate circumstances, the report is currently unavailable. 
 
 

 

 

mailto:maurlaub@aol.com
http://www.franciscanpenancelibrary.com/stationsofthecrib
mailto:Arochoa28@yahoo.com
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State Chairman:  Spiritual Enhancement 
Wynsdey Adams ~ damewynsdey@gmail.com 

                                                                                                              

 ADVENT  
Advent is a period of preparation, extending over the four Sundays leading 
up to Christmas.   
A time to “prepare the way of the Lord,” to prepare for His coming as our King 
and Savior.  
Advent is a period for devout and joyful expectation. [Norms 39]  

The word Advent comes from the Latin advenio, "to come to," and refers to the coming of Christ.  
This refers to our celebration of Christ's birth at Christmas, as well as His Second Coming at the end of time. 
It can also help us call to mind the constant coming and presence of Christ in our daily lives through 
our personal relationships with Him and through the Eucharist.  
  
In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus is making a very strong and very important point to his gathered disciples, both then, 
as well as to all of us, his gathered disciples today.  
Be Watchful! Be Alert!  
  
Each of us will be called home to the Lord, He will be coming back for us, but we do not know when that time 
will be. So what Jesus is telling us is…to have our bags neatly packed for when that time does come. As we 
enter this Advent season, we begin to prepare ourselves and make ourselves ready to celebrate the great love 
and the great mystery of our Lord’s coming here to be with us, the beginning of our redemption.  
Advent also moves us to look forward with renewed hope to the second coming of Christ that Mark’s Gospel 
reminds us to be prepared for, When God’s plan of salvation will be brought to fulfillment.  
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus…we also give thanks for Gods immense Love for each of us. He 
loves every one of us so much, that He came here to be among us, to identify with us, to walk with us, to teach 
us, and thankfully to save us.  
Throughout the Gospels we see all the examples that Jesus gives us. We are called to live out this same 
Gospel lifestyle. This is how we go about preparing ourselves; this my friends is how we remain Watchful and 
Alert.  
  

                                                     Wynsdey Adams  

 

State Chairman:  Youth/JCDA 
Linda Towne ~ holyspiritoffice@cox.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Due to unfortunate circumstances, the report is currently unavailable.  
 

 
 
 

 

mailto:damewynsdey@gmail.com
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Christmas.htm
mailto:holyspiritoffice@cox.net
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State Chairman:  MEMBERSHIP/EXTENSION-Northern 
Holly Hass ~ Hollyhass33@gmail.com 

Dear Sisters, 
The Advent season is upon us and there is something intriguing and spiritual for me 
about the Hope, Joy, and Preparation that we all embrace this time of year. Our 
ladies in Court #1707 embrace these three words as well. We are hoping for God’s 
blessings, we are bringing joy to others through our parish food pantry/gift program, 
and we are preparing for Jesus’ birth by slowing down and reflecting on the 
importance of pleasing Jesus. I will admit, I am guilty of rushing and trying to do 

everything for everyone each Christmas season, but this year Advent is different, and I am 
concentrating more on “Advenio.”  Advent this season will be more about examining my life and 
seeing what areas need change, improvement, and how to best serve Jesus. I feel less stress 
already knowing I will be thinking of the Lord at Christmas and not the endless holiday to-do list.  
I pray that this Advent season brings you and your families many blessings.  
Merry Christmas and may 2022 bring you peace and happiness. 

 

State Chairman:  MEMBERSHIP/EXTENSION-Central 
Cheryl Vitali ~ cheryl.vitali@gmail.com 

A few years ago, my son gave me A book of Saints for Catholic Moms for Christmas, 

the first was of course Our Blessed Mother Mary. So many times, in the strange 

months since March 2020, I have pondered on Mary and her remarkable journey that 

led to our redemption through her humble and sincere yes to God. Luke 1:38 'Behold 

I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your Word.' Thinking 

of what that meant in that day and historical period never fails to move me beyond 

any means of description.  

Here we are facing another holiday season and just beginning to resume more normal lives and 
routines yet not without unexpected heartache and losses that are not easy to fathom. Never have 
when been more needed in our lives to be handmaids of the Lord serving one another in our 
communities, our homes, and our Nation. What a tremendous calling we have as women of faith.  

It is not in all the trappings of the holidays that we find the real purpose and real joy of Christmas. It 
is found in a humble stable on a cold night by a family away from their normal sense of home and 
security. Joy to the world. So, in the busy weeks ahead if stress of details, decorations, wrapping, 
and cooking start to overwhelm just stop and ponder on the yes, our Blessed Mother never 
hesitated to give and rejoice because as Catholic Daughters we are blessed in a rich sisterhood of 
faith that transcends time into all eternity.  

State Chairman:  MEMBERSHIP/EXTENSION-Southern 
Christina Stone ~ tinytune@cox.net 

Hello CDA Sisters, 

I hope you and your families are getting on in the world and staying well. I know some 
of us are still hesitant to venture out into crowds and maybe some of you are still 
using the zoom method for meetings. Regardless of your groups method of 
communication continue to spread the word and good works of the CDA. Together we 
can inspire others to join our cause and do good. Our court has two parishioners who 

mailto:Hollyhass33@gmail.com
mailto:cheryl.vitali@gmail.com
mailto:tinytune@cox.net
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often attend our Santa Sophia fund raisers and always have a good time, we have been pursuing 
them for some time and are very close to getting them to say YES!! and sign that membership form. 

Do not give up Ladies, your YES!! is just around the corner!! 

Blessings, 
Christina Stone 

 
 

PARLIAMENTARIAN  
Laura Vacca ~ Lauraspencer.vacc@gmail.com 

Hello, my name is Laura Vacca, the current Regent of Ct. Mary, Queen of the World, 

#2400 at St. Felicitas Parish in San Leandro, CA, est. 1995. I just celebrated my 

10thanniversary as a member. I joined because my daughter won the local CDA 

scholarship, and I felt a need to support those who supported her. As I enter this 

fourth year as the Regent, I am filled with a renewed optimism and joy for not only our 

court but the CA State Court, as well. The women I have met along the way have 

been spiritually centered, inspirational partners in setting goals, caring for others, and 

sharing their talents as one. I am honored to be appointed as your 2023 Convention Parliamentarian. 

What is a Parliamentarian? This is an advisory role. At meetings, it is the Parliamentarian’s duty to 

support the Presiding Officer by drawing attention to procedural errors, and to assist with the proper 

writing of motions based on an understanding of Roberts Rules of Order. The Parliamentarian is still 

a member of the larger assembly but should not be making motions, speaking in debate, or voting.  

The season quickly approaches when we are asked to serve our courts, parishes, and communities 

with an ever-deeper sense of meaning and love of the Lord. It is this attitude that I wish to bring to 

this role. I look forward to seeing you all at our trainings and the next State convention. 

 

PRAYERS 
 

As we come to celebrate the Advent and Christmas season, let us take time to reflect on the past 
year and what we have gone through with the Covid-19. Let us remember the numerous family 

and friends we have lost and know that they are looking down on us. 
 

Linda Towne’s mother is recuperating from an accident and a fall 
 

Andrea Rodriguez-Ochoa’s brother who passed away 
Karen Aguirre’s mother passed away 

Maureen Laubacher’s sister just passed away 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:Lauraspencer.vacc@gmail.com
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CHECK OUT THE FOLLOWING CALIFORNIA STATE 
STORE SALES 

 

December Bundle Sale!!!! 
 

 
 
CDA Windbreaker and Wood Button Polo (Size L 
& XL only and in limited numbers) 
 Both for $60.00!!! 
 
Because we only have a limited amount, please 
call Maria before send in your order. 

 
We also now offer Embroidery Services 

Your name for $10 and for an additional $10 you 
can have your Court as well. Please 
contact Maria Santos-Silva for more information. 
Sale Ends when Inventory is gone or December 
31st whichever comes first. 

 

 

 
 

 
January - Trading pin bundles 

 
 
 
 
 
 
10 Pins and Pouch - $25.00 
5 Pins and Pouch - $15.00 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/mariaesantossilva?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU3Ol58D8lMP5tr6OzEyfkoTMuYzE7d76Rfjri9BZvmA827FNiSjVcOP9peIFMUiujY3YkJEgN2aTiGnH50ew9AGW_axI_LB0mnR15CjAcf2A&__tn__=-%5dK*F
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LEGISLATION NEWS 

• Important U.S. Supreme Court Decision in the Works 
The Supreme Court has been hearing arguments regarding whether to uphold a Mississippi State 
Law that bans abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy.  Although a decision may not be rendered for 
some time, there is some speculation that this "could possibly" lead to an overturn of the Supreme 
Court Roe v. Wade decision.   

More information to come from our National Legislative Chairperson shortly. 

• From National:  Check out our National Legislative Chairman Eileen Peterson’s 40 Days 
for Life at: 

         Operation Morning Star Becoming Informed and Active - Catholic Daughters of the Americas - 
New York, NY 

 

• A letter from our National Regent 
Release #19 - November 2021 

 
Dear Worthy Regent, Officers and Members:  
 
Here is a news release from our National Regent, Sherry Nilles. Our system of 
communications, Constant Contact was unable to share the Action Alert. Please feel free to go 
to the website for: NCOSE (National Center of Sexual Exploitation) regarding more 
information.  
Good Monday morning, Saints!  
 
That is what you are, my dear Sisters in Christ.  
Loving, wonderful Catholic Daughter Saints!  
 
Action Alert from NCOSE.  
 
At my home parish, white ribbons will be pinned on each parishioner by a Catholic Daughter to 
remind them to continue their support with the WRAP (White Ribbon Against Pornography) 
campaign.  
 
It is a great visual tool for getting the message out to fight pornography which leads to so many other 
problems in our society. Morality in Media was started in New York in 1962. The name was changed 
in 2015 to NCOSE (National Center of Sexual Exploitation) to better explain what this organization 
does to fight for morality in all aspects of life.  
 
NCOSE, a National Project for Catholic Daughters, has been supported by Catholic Daughters for 
many, many years.  
 
Thank you for your continued support of the Projects and Charities of Catholic Daughters.  
God bless you,  
Sherry Nilles, National Regent  
Catholic Daughters of the Americas  
Take care. God bless.  
In Unity and Charity 
 

https://www.catholicdaughters.org/operation-morning-star
https://www.catholicdaughters.org/operation-morning-star
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NATIONAL NEWS 
 
 

The 2021 STATE AND NATIONAL COURTS EDUCATION, NEWSLETTER, AND WEBSITE 
WINNERS HAVE BEEN AWARDED. NOW IS THE TIME TO WORK ON THE 2022 CONTESTS. 
 
2022 NATIONAL EDUCATION CONTEST:   
 Theme: “With God All Things Are Possible” – Mt.19:26 or 
             Where is God in my life when I am struggling? 
    Due dates: Local courts = February 1, 2022 
      State courts = March 1, 2022 
      National courts = April 1, 2022 
 
 
NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP = STUDENTS ENTERING 9TH GRADE IN A CATHOLIC HIGH 
SCHOOL IN FALL OF 2022 
   Essay of 250-300 words: “Let all you do be done with Love?” 
    Due:  April 1, 2022, and mail to (no email entries accepted): 
     Ivone da Silveira 
     Urb. Sagrado Corazon  
     421 Calle San Jovino 
     San Juan, Puerto Rico 00926 
 
 
NATIONAL JCDA SCHOLARSHIP 2022 
   Essay of 500 words: “Let all you do be done with Love?” 

                                 Due:  April 1, 2022, and mail to (no email entries accepted): 
     Ivone da Silveira 
     Urb. Sagrado Corazon  
     421 Calle San Jovino 
     San Juan, Puerto Rico 00926 
 
 
2022 NATIONAL WEBSITE CONTEST 
  Local, Campus, JCDA submit to State Website Chairman: 
     March 1, 2022 
  Territorial and State Courts submit directly to the National Chairman: 
     April 1, 2022 
 
 
2022 NATIONAL NEWSLETTER CONTEST 
  Local, Campus, JCDA submit to State Website Chairman: 
     April 1, 2022 
  Territorial and State Courts submit directly to the National Chairman: 
     April 1, 2022 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

DECEMBER 2021 

DATE  COURT # COURT NAME CITY YEARS 

12/10/1916 293 Santa Barbara Santa Barbara 105 

12/7/1947 1454 Immaculate Conception Fontana 74 

12/21/1996 2440 Dominic Franci Dinuba 25 

12/14/2003 2526 St. John Fresno 18 
 

JANUARY 2022 

DATE  COURT # COURT NAME CITY YEARS 

1/22/1928 1079 Santa Maria Santa Maria 94 

1/16/1938 1267 La Purisima  Lompoc 84 

1/21/1951 1553 St. Maria Goretti Durham 71 

1/31/1971 2024 Blessed Sacrament Westminster 51 

1/19/2002 2499 Our Lady of La Salette Apple Valley 20 

1/10/2004 2527 Blessed Jacinta Layton 18 

1/22/2006 2562 St. Madeline Sophie Pomona 16 

1/20/2008 2599 Our Lady of the Angels North Hollywood 14 
 

FEBRUARY 2022 

DATE COURT # COURT NAME CITY YEARS 

2/15/1925 942 Compton Compton 97 

2/16/1939 1306 Our Lady of Peace San Bernardino 83 

2/8/1948 1462 Our Lady of the Valley Coachella 74 

2/11/1951 1557 St. Bernardine Bellflower 71 

2/14/1965 1930 Good Shepherd San Bernardino 57 

2/27/1966 1958 St. Gerard Tulare 56 

2/11/1995 2400 Mary, Queen of the World San Leandro 27 

2/18/2006 2563 John Paul II Salinas 16 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GOLDEN STATE TIDINGS EDITOR – Karen Jones  Kdj4237308@gmail.com 
Send in Your Articles! Let others know what and how your court is doing. Your articles or updates 
should be sent in email format with the text in the body of the email (not as an attachment). Your 
articles should be under three hundred words and your court updates should be under fifty words.  

Submission dates are: 
Sept - Fall 2021 submit by August 10, 2021 

Dec - Winter 2021 submit by November 10, 2021 
March - Spring 2022 submit by February 10, 2022 

June – Summer 2022 submit by May 10, 2022 

Blessings 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the 

world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.       

Ephesians 1:3-4 

 

mailto:Kdj4237308@gmail.com
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SPOTLIGHTING 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  
TO  

CALIFORNIA’S OLDEST COURT: 
COURT SACRAMENTO #172 

Instituted May 5, 1912 

 

COURT HAPPENINGS and UPDATES  
Court #1661 has had a busy start to the fall season. In August, our court organized a Cake Walk at 
our annual church festival. Each year we support the festival, donate cakes, and enjoy the day. We 
set up a membership table next to the Cake Walk and welcomed three new members. In September 
we joined with Applebee’s restaurant to host a Breakfast Fundraiser. We pre-sold 100+ breakfast 
tickets and gathered items for a raffle. In October court members donated enough Halloween candy 
to fill 200+ bags which we donated to the children at a local homeless shelter. Our court was asked 
to assist with a Farewell Party as our Pastor is being transferred to another parish. We helped 
decorate the hall, provided, and served dessert and coffee, and assisted with clean up.  
We are an active court, being available to fundraise and serve our parish and community in Unity 
and Charity. 
                                                                       Kimberly Cochran, Regent #1661   

       
   September’s Applebee’s Breakfast Fundraiser     October’s Halloween gift bags for kids in a 

                                                                                              Local homeless shelter 
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COURT HAPPENINGS and UPDATES  
Ct. Catherine #1378 Nativity Church Ministry Fair and CDA Sunday in October 2021 

 
Court St Catherine #1378 members participate in the Nativity Church Ministry fair. 

 

   
Court St. Catherine #1378    1st Row: Liz Layug, Recording Secretary, Jasmin  
celebrated CDA Sunday by   Salvador-Asis, Treasurer, Ava Rothwell, Financial Secretary 
attending mass welcoming their   and Zenaida Mitu, Regent. 
new Chaplain- Fr Alejandro Enriquez. 2nd Row:  Estrella Bomacod, Linda Williams, Salve 
During mass Regent Zenaida Mitu          Mendez, Vera Little, Memchie Rafols, Virgie Chan-Tougas, 
presented him the CDA Chaplain Pin      Marissa Reyes and Necy Sumait. 
while Outgoing Chaplain Fr Gerhart        3rd Row:  Fr. Alejandro Enriquez and Fr. Gerhart Habisson 
Habisson overlooking.  
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COURT HAPPENINGS and UPDATES (cont.) 
COURT ST JOHN #2526 in Fresno has been busy dispensing their “UNITY and CHARITY” 

“It’s good to see courts working and sharing for the good of others” 

                
1) Yard sale – October                                            2) Donation to Root & Rebound (assisting  
                                                                                          women newly out of prison) – October  

     
3) Donation to Terry's House - where family who      4) America Needs Fatima – I am a Rally 
    have family in the hospital across the street              Captain – Prayers to the Sacred Heart of 
    stay – October                                                            Jesus – June  

         
5) Taco Sale a few weeks ago – October                  6) Boutique in front of St. Jude – April         
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COURT HAPPENINGS and UPDATES (cont.) 
Bishop's Burse $5,500 check presentation 

The Catholic Daughters of the Oakland Diocese in Northern California presented a check to Bishop 
Michael C. Barber, SJ, on Friday, 10/29 in the Chancery Plaza. The biennial effort of the seven Courts 
of the Diocese is specifically to help with the education of local seminarians. It was a beautiful fall 
morning. Five of the seven courts of our Diocese were represented, and the group included two CA 
State Officers, State Treasurer Sylvia Soliz of Court Mary Margaret in Pittsburg, and State 2nd Vice-
state Regent, Lorine Bakowsky of Court Mary Queen of the World in San Leandro. Instead of a 
combined fundraising event, this year’s strategy was different from previous years due to the 
pandemic. Each court held their own fundraiser and the total reflected great success! Fundraisers 
included a jewelry sale, online raffles, and an online See’s Candy Sale. The Catholic Daughter Courts 
of the Oakland Diocese were pleased to meet with Bishop Barber to support our seminarians!  
More details:  

Pat Fegan, Past Regent, Court John Baptist de LaSalle, Concord 
Erin Matheny, Financial Secretary, Court St. Raymond, Dublin 
Marie Jose Murray, Regent, Court John Baptist de La Salle, Concord 
Sylvia Soliz, CA State Treasurer, Court St. Mary Margaret, Pittsburg 
Bishop Michael C. Barber SJ 
Lorine Bakowsky, 2nd Vice State Regent, Court Mary Queen of the World, San Leandro 
Nita Volker, District Deputy, member of Court St. Raymond, Dublin 
Deacon Tim Meyers, St. Felicitas, San Leandro, Spiritual Advisor to Court Mary Queen of  
 The World                   
Marina Khayat, Regent Court Immaculate Heart of Mary, Brentwood 

 

 

     From left to right:  Pat Fegan, Erin Matheny, Marie Jose Murray, Sylvia Soliz, Bishop Barber,  
            Lorine Bakowsky, Nita Volker, Deacon Tim Meyers, Marina Khayat.  
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COURT HAPPENINGS and UPDATES (cont.)  

 
 

           

“A Yearly Memorial Mass the Central Coast Courts Celebrate Together” 
 

Court La Purisima #1267 celebrated CDA Memorial Mass and Luncheon. In attendance was Maria 
Santos-Silva the State Supervisor, Mary Jane Leal the State Education Chairman from Tulare, 
Regent Yolanda Ramos from Santa Maria and three of her officers attended as well. Our court is 
going on 84 years and was almost disbanded, but God opened my heart to take over so that all the 
love and serving my previous sisters and for future sisters would want to serve our Lord and our 
Parish but most of all continue the Catholic faith within our families. Our Parish Father Daniel 
Martinez has such appreciation and love for us which is humbling and a blessing.  
                                                             Kim Ochoa Regent for Court Purisima #1267 
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COURT HAPPENINGS and UPDATES (cont.) 

 

CDA COURT COMPTON #942  

SPONSORED FREE MAMMOGRAM SCREENING* 

Saturday, November 6, 2021 at Our Lady of Victory Church 

 
JCDA Beatriz Wilson, CDA Linda Wilson-Davis, Francis Marez, Patty Gutierrez, JCDA Bethany 

Wilson, Jacqueline Dunn 
 

 
Thank you to our CDA and JCDA members who supported and staffed the mammogram screening. 

Women were provided with refreshments, information, and fellowship. A big thank you to Patty 

Gutiérrez who organized the event (Original date is rescheduled due to the technician being sick.)  
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COURT HAPPENINGS and UPDATES (cont.) 
CDA Sunday was a special day for Ct. Mary, Queen of the World. We celebrated with a parish basket Fall 

themed basket raffle for parishioners. This was the kick-off to our annual donations to the local food banks 

and our 2nd Annual Turkey Trot. The court gathered after the 10:30 mass at a CDA Sunday reception where 

we blessed our departing Administrator Rev. Thomas Khue, and Rev. Eddie Castañas, Vicar. Our court 

created two beautiful Spiritual Bouquet boxes filled with prayers, and cards to thank them for their 8 years 

with our Parish.  
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COURT HAPPENINGS and UPDATES (cont.) 
COURT LITTLE FLOWER #1003 

This was our 10th Harvest tea. It is our largest fundraiser. We have members and friends volunteer 
to decorate a table however they wish. We always end up with a large variety of tables decorated 
from countries to cartoons. Our largest money maker at the tea is our tricky tray raffle. We have 
baskets made by our court and receive donation baskets from other courts attending the tea. This 
year we even had four decorated Christmas trees to raffle off. They were a big hit. 
 
Funds from our Tea helps us to keep donating to the seminarians and Bethlehem Center and other 
charities needing our help. Our Court Little Flower #1003 has been around for 95 years now. It has 
been handed down by prior members, families, and friends through the years. We are very 
blessed. 

                           
       Sheri Kanagawa and Karen Wallen              Karen Wallen, Patti Cornelius, Karen Bootz 

                       
Lil Drexler, Sheri Kanagawa, Mary Beasley,          Guests and Mara Santos-Silva 
Karen Bootz, Christina Stone, Maria Santos-Silva  

 
Karen Bootz, Lil Drexler, Sheri Kanagawa 

 


